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Dear friends,

As the world adapts to truly 
unprecedented circumstances, 
there’s no more business as 
usual for clean energy, the 
climate fight, and for Fresh 
Energy.  

Our health and safety, economy, and the racial and 
economic disparities in society are all front and 
center. Fresh Energy is your clean energy champion, 
adapting to changing circumstances to open up new 
opportunities for progress—and incorporating equity 
into our work like never before. 

Over the past year, Fresh Energy has made excellent 
progress. We’ve doubled down on using economics 
to close and limit the use of coal plants and improved 
the grid so people can count on electricity that is 
cleaner, more reliable, and affordable. Our work is 
increasing access to energy efficiency improvements 
and solar power, with a big focus on improving 
options for low-income communities. We also saw 
a multi-year effort reach a crucial milestone in 2019 
when Governor Walz took action to make Minnesota 
a Clean Cars state, a move that will transform 
Minnesotans’ ability to switch to cars powered by 
renewable electricity instead of oil and gas. Thanks 
to our efforts with partners, new electric buses are 
replacing old diesel buses on our city streets. 

For the past ten years, Fresh Energy’s mission has 
been to “shape and drive realistic, visionary energy 
policies that benefit all,” working toward a vision for 
“economies we thrive in and energy that ensures 
our well-being.” We are proud of what we have 
accomplished. But we know we need to do more. 

Fresh Energy is in the process of completing an 
updated strategic framework that will guide our work 
from 2021 and beyond. You can expect a continued 
focus on policy, partnership, advocacy, and public 
interest. But we are setting more ambitious goals for 
moving toward a totally carbon-neutral economy, and 
centering equity in our work like never before. 

I look forward to keeping you up to date as we 
continue to move Minnesota, and the United States, 
toward a healthier, more just future. 
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Audited financial statements are available upon  
request for February 1, 2019 – January 31, 2020.

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2019 – 2020 FISCAL YEAR 
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EXPENSES

Energy Markets $ 1,386,184 

  (Clean Power and 

  Beneficial Electrification) 

Energy News Network $ 1,029,568 

Energy Performance  $ 361,931 

  (Energy Efficiency) 

Energy Access and Equity $ 308,191 

Media and Innovation Lab $ 220,135 

   (Center for Pollinators in Energy) 

Fundraising  $ 226,708 

Administration  $ 485,053 

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 4,017,770

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets $ 202,632

6%

8%

12%

26%

9%

34%

14%

   1%

85%

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Grant Revenue Released from Restrictions $ 3,566,330 

Contributions  $ 584,713 

Other Revenue  $ 69,359 

 

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE $4,220,402

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

ASSETS

Cash and Cash Equivalents $ 2,262,900 

Investments $ 511,444 

Pledges < 1 year $ 234,488 

Pledges > 1 year $ 8,333 

Prepaid Expenses $ 55,787 

Equipment $ 8,942

TOTAL ASSETS $ 3,081,894

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Total Liabilities $ 275,437 

Total Net Assets with Donor Restrictions $ 1,488,269 

Total Net Assets without Donor Restrictions $ 1,318,188 

  (Operating Reserve & Strategic Framework Fund)

TOTAL LIABILITIES and NET ASSETS $3,081,894

OUR DONORS
MAKE IT POSSIBLE

Please access the full list of donors and supporters on our website: 
fresh-energy.org/2019-20donors

- THANK YOU -

Unrestricted funds only.

5%

https://fresh-energy.org/2019-20donors/
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21M Tons Less Carbon
will be emitted due to new “seasonal 
idling” operations and planned coal 
plant closures beginning in 2022. 

20 States
now have pollinator-friendly 

solar projects. 

2.5x More Clean Energy Jobs 
were created and the sector grew faster than 

the state’s overall employment.

As a result of your investment in Fresh Energy, we were able to ensure...



ANNUAL REPORT 2019 - 20 / PAGE 5

2,000 Minnesotans
submitted comments to testify in 

support of clean car standards and 
the rulemaking process in December  

2019 alone.

$62,600,000
has been committed to programs 

serving under-resourced and rental 
households in Minnesota, a 23% 
increase over the previous cycle.

51 Expert Testimonies
by Fresh Energy policy staff and specialists in support of electric 

transportation, better buildings, and clean energy at the Minnesota 
Legislature and Public Utilities Commission.

2.5x More Clean Energy Jobs 
were created and the sector grew faster than  

the state’s overall employment.

As a result of your investment in Fresh Energy, we were able to ensure...



PAGE 6 / ANNUAL REPORT 2019 - 20

BENEFICIAL ELECTRIFICATION 

As electricity becomes cleaner and cleaner, Fresh Energy is moving 
to use it to power more of our economy, including homes, businesses, 
and vehicles. Throughout the year we worked closely with the Walz 
Administration and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
to shape and drive Clean Cars Minnesota, an effort that will give 
Minnesotans more electric car buying options and reduce transportation 
pollution. Fresh Energy also successfully lobbied the MPCA to use funds 
the state is receiving from a Volkswagen legal settlement toward projects 
in areas disproportionately impacted by poor air quality. Thanks to these 
efforts, new public charging infrastructure is coming, and more electric 
school buses will be on the road across the state. Fresh Energy also 
kicked off a major new regional effort to reduce the use of fossil fuels in 
residential and commercial buildings.  

ENERGY EFFICIENCY  

Our built environment has a huge impact on public health and carbon 
emissions. Fresh Energy is at the forefront of advocating for bringing 
Minnesota’s building energy code up to date so the structures we 
create now will be pollution-free and low-cost to operate over the long 
term. We are also working to change the state law that prevents cities 
from requiring buildings that are more efficient than the current code. 
Rochester, Minneapolis, Saint Paul, and cities across the state are wanting 
to do more, and Fresh Energy is working to help.  

FRESH ENERGY PROGRESS

CLEAN POWER

Fresh Energy experts are working hard at the Public Utilities Commission, 
shaping strategies to reduce barriers and red tape in the transition to 
renewables and encouraging utility investments in wind and solar. We’re 
successfully increasing the amount of renewable energy in Minnesota’s 
electricity mix, phasing out coal plants, and heading off new natural gas 
plants while at the same time working to ensure our state has a strong 
and modern electric grid and rate designs that put the interests of 
consumers first. Thanks to Fresh Energy’s analysis and advocacy, Xcel 
Energy announced it will transition two Minnesota coal plants to seasonal 
operations, resulting in a 60-90% reduction in carbon emissions at these 
plants and millions of dollars in savings for customers. This move alone 
achieves 20-25% of Minnesota’s 2025 greenhouse gas reduction goal. 

Interested in learning more? We have so much to share with you!   Browse our updated resource page at fresh-energy.org/publications.
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ENERGY ACCESS AND EQUITY

Fresh Energy is helping Minnesota envision an equitable energy future by 
shaping clean energy policies that ensure no community is left behind—
especially in times of unprecedented crisis. With the COVID-19 pandemic 
and economic downturn increasing hardship, we acted quickly to reduce 
the threat of utility shut-offs. We successfully lobbied the Public Utilities 
Commission to require all regulated utilities to suspend disconnections 
and negative credit reporting during the crisis, as well as waive fees, 
interest, and penalties for residential customers. At Fresh Energy’s 
recommendation, utilities must also provide multilingual information about 
COVID-19 to their customers. We also took action to increase energy 
efficiency investments in multifamily housing throughout the state and 
catalyzed city action, shaping policies in Minneapolis and Saint Paul 
that will advance energy conservation, increase access to clean energy 
programs, and create healthier communities.

CENTER FOR POLLINATORS IN ENERGY 

Fresh Energy’s Center for Pollinators in Energy is a national leader in 
advancing the agricultural and ecological compatibility of large-scale PV 
solar, including the use of deep-rooted grasses and flowering plants that 
create acres of pollinator habitat as well as improving water quality and 
sequestering carbon. Last year, the Minnesota Legislature passed a law 
that requires solar developers to file a pollinator-friendly solar scorecard 
every three years, which is an important step to demonstrate productive 
use and stewardship of the land under and around solar farms. In 
partnership with the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Fresh Energy 
is actively leading research nationwide on this win-win-win strategy 
and advancing numerous specific projects during the year—including 
pollinator-friendly multi-megawatt solar arrays at Clif Bar’s newest bakery 
and on former President Jimmy Carter’s Georgia farm.

ENERGY NEWS NETWORK 

Editorially independent from Fresh Energy’s policy work, the Energy News 
Network provides daily access to top energy news stories and original 
reporting on the transition to clean energy and energy equity. We offer 
five daily email digests and launched a new tech-focused publication, 
Centered, in early 2020. We now have four full-time staffers and 15 part-
time contributors around the country publishing 500 original articles 
annually. With an expanding focus that includes more reporting on equity 
issues and partnerships with other news organizations, the Energy News 
Network is continuing to evolve to provide a vital service in a constantly 
changing media landscape. 

Interested in learning more? We have so much to share with you!   Browse our updated resource page at fresh-energy.org/publications.

https://fresh-energy.org/publications/


FAST FORWARD 

FEATURED SPEAKER

SIGN UP NOW 
for Fresh Energy’s Virtual Benefit Breakfast

OCTOBER 22, 2020 / 8 — 9 AM

RSVP: fresh-energy.org/benefitbreakfast

Clean energy must be at the center of rebuilding our 

economy. How can we make it happen? Policy, the private 

sector, and people all play a crucial role and much of our 

progress will happen at the state level.

Join Fresh Energy for a dynamic discussion of what 

Minnesota can do to turn challenge into opportunity. We 

are pleased to welcome Leah Stokes, a national expert 

on energy, climate, and environmental politics. Her new 

book. Short Circuiting Policy, examines where states have 

stumbled and how we can turn it around. It’s a conversation 

we need to have—and we hope you can join us.

For information on sponsoring the event or becoming a table captain, 
please contact Leigh Onkka at onkka@fresh-energy.org or 651 726 7572.

$125 SUGGESTED MINIMUM DONATION

408 Saint Peter Street, Suite 220
Saint Paul, MN 55102

join our community:

  fresh-energy.org

   freshenergytoday

 @freshenergy
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