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For information on sponsoring the event, becoming a table 
captain, or to RSVP, please contact Meggie LaValley at  

lavalley@fresh-energy.org or 651 726 7561.

Mark your calendars for Fresh Energy’s second annual Benefit 

Breakfast where you’ll get inspired to invest in positive energy 

solutions and learn about the progress we can achieve together.

Wednesday, October 4, 2017
7:30 — 9:00 am

university of st. Thomas 
2115 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55105

$100 Suggested Minimum Donation

event c0-chairs: Nicholas Garbis & Raj Rajan, Ph.D.

Featured Speaker: Dan Reicher is a nationally-known expert in energy and 
environmental policy, finance, and technology. In 25 years Dan has been 
Google’s Director of Climate and Energy Initiatives and led one of the nation’s 
first renewable energy companies. Dan has advised three U.S. presidents and 
currently is the executive director of the Steyer-Taylor Center for Energy Policy 
and Finance at Stanford University.

fresh-energy.org/benefitbreakfast

Feature event | Benefit Breakfast

Fresh Energy is marking a major milestone with the 
celebration of the 25th anniversary of our incorporation 
in 1992. It’s a terrific time to reflect on the progress we’ve 
made, the important role so many partners have played 
in helping us get here, and the urgent work still ahead 
of us.

Then: Fresh Energy was founded more than a decade 
after President Jimmy Carter’s famous speech 
encouraging people to conserve, but there was almost 
no momentum for energy efficiency investments and 
almost no renewable electricity on the electric grid. 
Coal plants dominated Minnesota’s energy system and 
there was little recognition of the need to move toward 
a cleaner future. Fresh Energy was formed to launch 
Minnesota as a global leader on clean energy and 
efficiency. Using data, market-based strategy, policy 
levers, and a commitment to partnership, we have 
achieved much since then.

Now: Minnesota’s energy picture has changed 
remarkably. In the spring of 2017, wind and solar 
accounted for 10 percent of all U.S. electricity generation.

The first three mass-market electric vehicles capable 
of traveling 200 miles per charge will soon be on sale 
nationwide. Minnesota now generates 23 percent of its 
electricity from renewables, a tenfold increase from 15 
years ago. Wind competes with other energy sources 
based on cost alone while providing tens of millions 
of dollars in local revenue to rural communities. Clean 
energy jobs are growing, including a 44 percent jump 
in local solar jobs last year. Despite great progress, 
however, challenges remain.

Next: Multiple lines of evidence all point to the urgency 
of climate change—but just as solutions become so 
economic, we face partisanship that is limiting progress. 
Fresh Energy is doubling down on four win-win goals: 
make the electricity system cleaner, electrify more of the 
economy, make everything more energy efficient, and 
shape and drive the energy conversation.

As Fresh Energy looks back on a quarter century, we are 
grateful to everyone who has helped power the clean 
energy transition—and we look forward to continued 
progress together.

Fresh Energy Then, Now, and Next
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Board

Raj V. Rajan, Chair  
RD&E VP, Global Sustainability Technical 
Leader, Ecolab

Rich Lehman, Vice Chair  
CPA and Partner, Boulay Group

Bridget Levin, Treasurer 
Founding Principal, Nametag International

Gary Schokmiller, Secretary 
President, Trio Executive Search

Donna W. Allan 
Retired Director, Office of Transit, Minnesota 
Department of Transportation

Jeffrey S. Broberg  
LPG, REM, Senior Environmental Project,  
Manager/Professional Geologist

Joe DeVito 
Cofounder and CEO, SolarStone

Anita S. Duckor 
President, Duckor & Associates

Cody Fleischfresser 
Director, Constituent and Consumer 
Experience, United Health Care  
Faculty, Parsons School of Design

Nicholas Garbis 
HR Executive, GE Power, General Electric 
Company

Trent Mostaert 
Vice President, General Manager, 
Solar & Emerging Renewables, 
Mortenson Construction

Chuck Nadler  
CEO, Ascendant Resources

Kim Norton  
Former Minnesota House Representative

Chris O’Brien 
Clean Energy Consultant

Beth Pearlman  
Co-Executive Producer, Tremendous! 
Entertainment

Staff

Michael Noble 
Executive Director

Sarah Clark 
Director, Program Advancement

Rob Davis 
Director, Media & Innovation Lab

Allen Gleckner 
Director, Energy Markets

J. Drake Hamilton 
Science Policy Director

Laura Hannah 
Senior Policy Associate, Energy Markets

Meggie LaValley 
Director, Individual Giving

Will Nissen 
Director, Energy Performance

Leigh Onkka 
Development and Communications Associate

Ellen Palmer 
Director, Operations and Finance

Ben Passer 
Senior Policy Associate, Energy Performance

Ken Paulman 
Managing Editor, Digital Media Projects

Matt Privratsky 
Senior Communications and Government 
Affairs Specialist

Ben Rabe 
Senior Policy Associate, Energy Performance

Dylan Sievers 
Policy Analyst

Jillian Theuer 
Administrative Assistant

Andrew Twite 
Senior Policy Associate, Energy Markets

Alexis Williams 
Senior Engagement Specialist

Jukka Kukkonen 
Electric Vehicle Consultant

Fellows and Interns

Benjamin Bratrud, David Collier, Ana Diaz, 

David Evans, Anna Fineanganofo, Ramon

Molina, Isaiah Nichols-Floyd, Kate Strickland,  

Kirsten Triller, Saskia Zinn

CURRENT BOARD, STAFF, AND Interns

ENERGY PERFORMANCE

Fresh Energy Programs / Learn more at fresh-energy.org

Electric transportation is a fast-moving industry. New 
models with more than 200 miles of electric range have 
made electric cars a great choice for fleets, and Fresh 
Energy worked this year to help local governments, 
colleges, and others prepare to go electric. We also 
set the stage for new electric public transit and school 
buses that could dramatically reduce air and noise 
pollution in our neighborhoods. Fresh Energy is 
providing new resources on electric cars to help auto 
dealers succeed in selling both new and used electric 
car models. We also partnered with utilities to launch 
a new online tool, MNCharging.org, to connect new 
and prospective electric car drivers directly to utility 
programs and opportunities to charge on 100 percent 
renewable electricity.

ELECTRIC CARS AND BUSES

Thanks to the tireless work of Fresh Energy and our 
partners, coal plants continue to be phased out of 
Minnesota’s energy system. Across the state, coal 
plants—one of our biggest sources of carbon pollution— 
are being retired in favor of more cost-effective resources 
like wind, solar, and energy efficiency. This past year, 
some of the state’s oldest and dirtiest plants—in Fergus 
Falls, Becker, and Cohasset as well as a plant in North 
Dakota that serves Minnesota utility customers—were 
confirmed for retirement. These milestones, and many 
others, have meant continued recognition for Fresh 
Energy staff as national leaders in climate action. J. 
Drake Hamilton was recognized as both a Top 10 
Climate Leader by Climate Reality Project and a Top 100 
Influencer by Climate Action.

GLOBAL WARMING SOLUTIONS

Special thanks to the table captains, event sponsors, and friends who made Fresh Energy’s first annual Benefit Breakfast a 
smashing success on October 5, 2016. Our featured speaker, Ramez Naam, along with other event speakers (pictured above) 
delivered an engaging program, and inspired our 400 guests to raise over $150,000 for positive energy solutions. See back page 
for information on the 2017 Benefit Breakfast.

Our Mission
Shape and drive realistic, 
visionary energy policies  

that benefit all.

Our Vision
An economy we thrive in  
and energy that ensures  

our well-being.

Your utility bill is a lot more complicated 

than just the amount you owe at the 

end of the month, and Fresh Energy is 

digging into the details to make sure 

customers can save money and cut 

waste. We provided detailed analysis, 

filed comments, and provided testimony 

in four major utility rate cases at the 

Public Utilities Commission this year, 

working to limit the fixed fees on your 

bill, and promote systems that spur and 

reward efficiency. Fresh Energy also 

worked at the state level to protect 

and improve Minnesota’s Conservation 

Improvement Program. Finally, because 

the cheapest energy is the energy you 

don’t use, we worked in multiple utility 

planning processes to promote efficiency 

in our energy system as the least-

cost strategy for meeting Minnesota’s 

energy needs.

Ramon Molina, left, conducted research as a
Fellow with Fresh Energy’s Ben Passer.
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Leslie Yoder

Up to $99
Anna Abruzzese, Karen R. 
Achberger, Mary Adair, Mark 
Ahlstrom, Sandy Ahlstrom, Tom 
and Beverly Alsleben, Alice 
Altman, Donna Anderson, Marna 
Anderson, Norma Anderson, 
Eric Anderson, Donna Anderson, 
Gary Anderson, Anonymous 
(39), Jerold and Donna Bahls, 
Gene and Lois Bakko, K Bancroft, 
Candy Barthel, Bob and Betty 
Beach, Martin and Sheila Berger, 
Eric and Lisa Berglund, Best 
Buy Matching Gifts, Jacque 
Bieber, Dr. David and Gretchen 
Bonham, George Boody and 
Ann Risch, Sandra Boone, 
Helen Booth-Tobin, Marilyn 
Broding, Charlotte Brooker, 
Thomas Brown, Laurel Browne, 
Laura Burrington, Danielle 
Butenhoff, Dorothy Callahan, 
Drew R Campbell, Richard 
Carter, Laurie Casagrande, 
Brett Cease, Clarence Chaplin, 
Susan Cheney and David Arbeit, 
Hugh Cherne, Kathleen and 
Steven Chesney, Pat Clemmer, 
Jerry Cleveland, Julie Close, 
Kennedy and Bronwyn Cole, 
Patrick Collins, Nan Corliss, Sue 
A. Cross, Fran Crotty, Bill Cutler, 
Jill Dalton, William and Lorraine 
Delehanty, Natalio Diaz, Scott 
Dibble, Alan Norton and Kathleen 
Doran-Norton, Martha Dorow, 
Nicole Dotin, Trevor Drake, Chris 
Duffrin, Fred Dulles and Cathy 
Jordan, Trudy Dunham, George 
Dunn and Donna Harris, Laura 
Duscher, Steve and Judy Elkins, 
Mike Elko and Beth De Lap, Mary 
Engen, Greg Erickson, Tannie 
Eshenaur, Barbara Fallstad, 
Jane and Dan Fark, Jeff and 
Rhonda Farran, Jim Fasching, 
Emma Fazio, Jogn Fortier, Joe 
Foss and Lien Tran, Ron Fraboni, 
Furshong and Petrich Family, 
Katie Galloway, Laurel Gamm 
and Charles Stephens, Laurie 
and Scott Gauer, Cathy Geist, 
Allen and Andrea Gleckner, 
Elizabeth Glidden and Eric 
Pusey, Sandra Goodyear, Alison 
Groebner, Kirsten Gulbro, Winona 
Renewable Energy, LLC, Bree 
Halverson, Melissa Driscoll and 
Jay Hambidge, Sam Hanson, 
Virginia Hanson, Shawntera 
Hardy, Mike Harley, Mary Harlow, 
Martha Harris and Bradley Nagel, 
James Hartsoe, Matthew Hassler, 
Kim W. Havey, Harold and 
Jeanette Hawkanson, Monica 
Haynes and Kevin Stanke, 
Kevin Hein, Brad Heitland, 
Russell A. Heitman, Hank and 
Marjorie Heystek, Janelle and 
Paul Hidgem, Cynthia and 
Russell Hobbie, Julie Holmen, 
Paul and Linda Holt, Virginia 
Homme, David Howd, Karen 
Hulstrand, Sandy and Steven 
Hunt, Rosemary Husbands, 
Carol Iwata, Deborah Jacobs, 
Stan and Janet Jacobson, 

Melina Jerve, Margit and Eric 
Johnson, Jennifer Johnson, 
Clifford and Betty Johnson, 
Robert and Joycelyn Johnson, 
Drew and Karie Johnson, Lucinda 
Johnson, Doug and Linda Jones, 
Catherine Jordan and Steve 
Lick, The James and Doris 
Jorgenson Charitable Fund, State 
Representative Phyllis Kahn, 
Shana Kaplow and Stephen 
Mitrione, Barbara Kaufman, Scott 
Keely, Loni Kemp, Phyllis and 
Don Kerr, Anne Kimber, Audrey 
Kingstrom and Robert Aderhold, 
Wendy Klager, Julie Klassen, 
Roger and Kim Klisch-Baudoin, 
Leif and Debora Knecht, David 
Koehser and Nancy Dunnigan, 
Dan and Harriet Kohen, Dr. Tom 
Kottke, Lawrence Krantz and 
Diane Pittman, Nicholas Krueger, 
Laurie Kundrat, Sharon and 
Wayne Kutter, Jennifer LaForgia, 
Betty Lamb, Lee Ann Landstrom, 
Brad Larson and Jennifer 
Johnson, Richard Larson, Cindy 
Larson O’Neil and Tom O’Neil, 
Adina Lebowitz, Greg Lee, 
Sharon LeMay, Peter and Pam 
Leschak, Annie Levenson-Falk, 
Joel Light, Alison Lindburg, Bill 
and Lu Lindstrom, Dian Lopez, 
Jeffrey Lukens and Nancy Tyra-
Lukens, Will MacPhail, Maggie 
Madden, Tim and Dianne 
Madsen, Marcus and Regina 
Magnuson, Thomas and Sandra 
Mallon, Christina M. Manning, 
Jay and Merrill Martin, Dennis 
Mashuga and Carol Atchley-
Mashuga, Nancy Mason-Johnson, 
Karin Matchett, Lotti Matkovits, 
Thomas McPhee, Chris 
Meyer, Bill & Jill Middlecamp, 
Christopher Miller, Jan Mitchell, 
Greg Mizer, Ashley Moen, Ah-li 
Monahan, Emily Moore, Judith 
Moore, Kate Moos, Jack Mooty, 
Liz Morris Otto, Paul Moss, 
Philipp Muessig, Diane Mundt, 
Erin Murphy and Joseph Faust, 
Carl Nelson, Brian and Julia Frost 
Nerbonne, Cecelia Newton, Jim 
and Joyce Nichols, Susan and 
Alan Nielsen, Logan O’Grady, 
Terry Olsen, Patricia A. Olson, 
Philip Olson, Brigitt M. Orfield 
and Scott W. Johnston, Steve 
and Shelley Orr, Michael Orth, 
Scott Osberg, Elizabeth Ozmon 
and Martha Laudert, Marion 
Padilla, Joseph F. Palen, Warren 
and Patty Park, Ben Passer, 
Brian PaStarr, Eric and JoAnn 
Pasternack, Ken and Siobhann 
Paulman, Zach Paulson, Andrew 
W. Pearson, Roger Peck, Joyce 
Bowers and Gordon Pedersen, 
Shirley and Rich Peter, Judith 
Peterson, E. Eugene and June 
Peterson, Paul Zorn and Janet 
Petri, Barbara Pilling and Daniel 
Carlson, Joe and Melissa 
Plummer, Andy and Cheryl Polzin, 
Leigh Pomeroy, Kate Poole 
and Ken Pearson, Kevin Porter, 
Noelyn and Truman Porter, Greg 
and Pat Pratt, Dave Murphy 
and Jane Prince, Ben Rabe and 

Annie Fedorowicz, Sue and Greg 
Rasmussen, Tom Reed, Mary 
Rehwaldt, Ken and Sandra Reine, 
Augie Rivera, Angie Robinson, Jo 
Anne Rohricht, Dagmar Romano, 
Robert Rosenbrook, Robert 
Rossi, Marvin Rothfusz, Stephen 
Rueff, Michelle Ruettinger, Carole 
E. Rust, Allen Sames, Flo and 
Burt Sandok, Judith M. Sausen, 
Jim Scheidt and Peggy Larson, 
Amy Scheller, James Martin and 
Karen Schik, Jennifer Schmitt, 
Kay Lara Schoenwetter, Kathleen 
Schuler, Joe Schwartzberg, 
Adam Schweigert, Jan Scofield, 
Claren Sellner, Gregg Severson, 
Darren and Sonja Sharp, Robert 
Sherman, Emma Shriver, Sri 
Siddabathuni, William Sierks and 
Mamie Segall, Julie Smendzuik-
O’Brien, Philip Spensley, Sarah 
Staab, Robert Stanich, Ed Starr 
and Ruth Ann Starr, DeeAnn 
Stenlund, Emily Stennes, Ronald 
and Diane Stevens, Jason Stoffel, 
Carlotta Stomberg, Glenn W. 
Strand, Richard Strong, Edward 
and Mary Sunde, Marcia and 
Wesley Sundquist, Mary Nona 
and Jack Surma, Maria Surma 
Manka and Joram Manka, 
Pamela Swanson, Jim Swanson, 
Peter Swenson and Pam Jewson, 
Linnea and Jon Swenson 
Tellekson, Wayne and Sindy 
Tellekson, Melvin and Sharon 
Thelen, Sheryl Theuninck, 
Scott and Barb Thiem, Michael 
Thimmesch, Priscilla J. Thomas, 
Thomson Reuters Matching Gifts, 
Jerome Tiller, Michael T’Kach 
and Christina Melloh, Carla 
Tollefsrud, Lyndon Torstenson, 
Larissa Trygg, Marian and Mike 
Tuomala, David and Lynn Vander 
Haar, Heidi VanGenderen, Barb 
and Doug Veit, Elena Velkov, 
Devon Vojtech, Michelle and 
Dwayne Vosejpka, Lance Vrieze, 
Jean and Dwight Wagenius, 
T. Walhof, Jay Walljasper and 
Julie Ristau, Chrissie Walsh, 
Josh Warner, Beth Waterhouse 
and Don Maronde, Andrew 
Wattenhofer, Jim Watts, Stu Webb 
and Martha Roberts, William 
George Weber, Joel Weisberg 
and Janet Watchman, Cathryn 
and William Weller, John Wenzel, 
Julie Westerlund, Darlene and 
Thomas White, John Masiulis 
and Marise Widmer, Robert and 
Hiroko Williams, Alexis and 
Brandon Williams, Shawn Willy, 
Kevin Worden, Debbie Wuerffel 
and W. Kirchgessner, Peter and 
Peggy Yackel, Jackie and Steven 
Zimmerman

IN HONOR
Anna Abruzzese in honor of  
  Ross Abbey
Barbara Allan in honor of  
  Donna W. Allan, Bill Mahlum &   
  the Utah Desert
Eric Anderson in honor of  
  Dick McFarland
Anonymous in honor of  
  The Energy Conservatory

Anonymous in honor of  
  Carolin Faytle and her 
  commitment to the environment
Anonymous in honor of  
  Ben Rabe
Dick & Cathy Bernard in honor of 
  Busch & Bernard Families
Marv & Judi Boike in honor of 
  Ray Boike
Drew R. Campbell in honor of  
  Our 9/11 Survivors
Richard Carlbom in honor of 
  John Larsen
Adrienne Christiansen in honor 
  of Rob Davis
Scott Dibble in honor of  
  Senator Ellen Anderson
Chris Duffrin in honor of  
  Lewis Duffrin
Alan & Lollie Eidsness, Irv & 
Marge Weiser in honor of  
  Chuck Nadler
Mari Forbush & Don Salisbury  
  in honor of Beth Pearlman
The Furshong & Petrich Family   
  in honor of Duane Ninneman
Andrew Jones in honor of  
  Sri Siddabathuni
Lottsa Tax & Accounting 
Services in honor of  
  Kay Kramer
Erin Murphy & Joseph Faust in 
  honor of Kate Smith
Corey Orehek in honor of  
  Sophie and Declan
Lela Porter in honor of  
  Gigi Gleckner
Riv-Ellen Prell in honor of  
  Beth Pearlman
Dave Murphy & Jane Prince  
  in honor of John Shages
Laura Hannah & Julian Ryba-  
White in honor of  
  Marley Hannah White
Jeff Smith in honor of  
  John Dunlop
Jim & Mary Stahlmann in honor  
  of Gary Schokmiller
Mary T’Kach in honor of  
  J. Drake Hamilton

IN MEMORY
John & Susan Dunlop in 
  memory of Paul Wellstone
Jim Fasching in memory of  
  Karen Fasching 
Mary Harlow in memory of  
  Jim Harlow
Ed Hasselman in memory of  
  Mike Feltault
Matt Hoiland in memory of  
  Dave & Verna Hoiland
Paul & Linda Holt in memory of 
  Paul M. Holt
John Kearney in memory of  
  Floyd & Red Crow & Westeman
Joanne Kendall in memory of  
  Dr. Gabe Maletta
Nicholas Martin in memory of  
  Philando Castile
Caryl Nelson in memory of  
  C. David Nelson
Lela Porter in memory of  
  Don & Harriet Porter
Carlotta Stomberg in memory of 
  Donald Stomberg

Wind and solar are now the most cost-effective new 
energy resources on the market. To ensure everyone has 
access to affordable clean energy, Fresh Energy works 
at the local, state, and regional level to shape policies 
that spur progress. We want everything from the way you 
connect an energy project to the grid to the way you sign 
up for a solar garden to be efficient and fair. Through 
public events like our “Always Ready” Power Pairing, we 
explored how solar and microgrids can help communities 
increase resilience. We filed a motion to begin the 
process of securing new interconnection standards for 
Minnesota, and put our expertise to work by making 
the case for expanded investments in renewables in utility resource plans. Large wind and solar projects developed 
as a result of Fresh Energy policy work are providing jobs and tax revenue across the state. Thanks to Fresh Energy 
leadership with Audubon Minnesota, there is now a new pollinator-friendly solar standard for land under solar arrays, 
ensuring new renewable energy developments also support local agriculture, habitat, and water quality.

RENEWABLE ELECTRICITY

Buildings consume roughly 40 percent of the energy in 
our economy. Fresh Energy is working to dramatically 
reduce that energy consumption by shaping utility 
programs and basic standards that help consumers cut 
waste and save money. Fresh Energy showcased this 
issue in a dynamic Power Pairing event, “Built for the 
Future,” and we continue to coordinate the Minnesota 
Codes Compliance Collaborative to harness the expertise 
of builders, building code officials, utilities, and energy 
advocates. We succeeded in stopping efforts to weaken 
Minnesota’s building energy code in the legislature and 
have expanded our focus on programs and policies that 
work for tenants and low income families through our leadership of the Minnesota Multifamily Affordable Housing 
Energy Network. We’re also making sure energy costs are more transparent to families and businesses before they 
lease or purchase a building—leading to more market competition for energy-efficient properties.

BETTER BUILDINGS 

Fresh Energy publishes an independent network of news 
sites covering the transition to a clean energy economy. 
Staffed by a multistate team of journalists, Energy 
News Network daily digests provide news and in-depth 
reporting that increase public understanding of energy 
issues. Over the past year, Southeast Energy News and 
U.S. Energy News have established themselves as key 
drivers of energy news, with thousands of subscribers 
and readers across the country. This progress follows the 
long-standing and continued success of Midwest Energy 
News, one of the most well-respected outlets for energy 
journalism in the region. Our news coverage—editorially 
independent from our policy work—continues to inform 
not only readers and subscribers, but also other journalists who use our stories in national news and beyond.

ENERGY NEWS NETWORK

Please contact us with 
corrections. We apologize for 
any errors or omissions.
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Statement of ACtivities

SUPPORT & REVENUE

Grant Revenue Released from Restrictions	 $2,399,140 
Other Unrestricted Contributions 	 $422,308 
Interest & Dividend Income	 $7,202 
In-Kind Contributions	 $750 
Unrealized Gain (Losses) on Securities 	 $9,819 
Other Revenue	 $417

TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE	 $2,839,636

EXPENSES

Media & Innovation Lab	 $692,567  
Renewable Electricity & Clean Transportation	 $645,832 
Energy Performance & Better Buildings	 $592,936 
Global Warming Solutions	 $326,531 
RE-AMP -- MN State Table Fiscal Sponsorship	 $115,000 
Administration	 $224,348 
Fundraising	 $190,363

TOTAL EXPENSES	 $2,787,577

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets	 $52,059

25% Media & Innovation Lab 

23% Renewable Electricity & Clean Transportation

21% Energy Performance & Better Buildings

12% Global Warming Solutions

4%  RE-AMP -- MN State Table Fiscal Sponsorship

8%  Administration

7%  Fundraising

Functional Expenses

ASSETS

Cash & Cash Equivalents	 $1,836,642 
Investments	 $109,624 
Awarded Grants to be Received	 $749,900 
Accounts Receivable	 $33,150 
Prepaid Expenses	 $17,237 
Equipment	 $20,332

Total Assets	 $2,766,885

LIABILITIES & net assets

Total Liabilities 	 $240,119 
Total Temporarily Restricted Assets	 $1,642,330 
Total Unrestricted Net Assets	 $884,436 
  (Operating Reserve & Strategic Framework Fund)

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 	 $2,766,885

Statement of Financial Position 

Fresh Energy’s Power Circles recognize the leading individual, business, and organizational 
members who make generous unrestricted contributions of $1,000 and above each fiscal year.Power Circles

NEWTON CIRCLE
$10,000 or more

Accredited Investors, Inc.
Alida R. Messinger
An Anonymous Fund of  
  The Minneapolis Foundation
Andersen Corporation
Anonymous 
Aveda
Community Energy, Inc.
Lang Family Foundation
Ross and Bridget Levin
M.A. Mortenson Construction
Dick and Joyce H. McFarland     
  Family Fund of The 
  Minneapolis Foundation 
Prairie Restorations, Inc. 
Federico and Nassim Rossi 
SoCore Energy 
SolarCity 
The David Winton Bell 
  Foundation 
The John Larsen Foundation 

Kate Wolford and Ed Reilly

CURIE CIRCLE
$5,000 – $9,999 

An Anonymous Fund of The
  Minneapolis Foundation
Anonymous
Mike and Sharon Conley
Design Forty Five
Mark and Kate Hanson
Minnesota Environmental Fund
Rahr Corporation
Cheryl Appeldorn and  
  Thomas Schnettler
John and Dana Wood
Xcel Energy

EDISON CIRCLE
$2,000 – $4,999

Donna W. Allan and Bill Mahlum
Randy and Bird Anderson
John Berns

Paul and Shannon Burke
Kim and Carol Culp
Christine and Loren Danielson
Davies-Sommer Family Fund of 
  the Minneapolis Foundation
Alan and Lollie Eidsness
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen 
  Foundation
Becky Erdahl
Great Plains Institute
Great River Energy
John and Karen Larsen
John Larsen and Mike Stewart
Lenfestey Family Foundation
Leuthold Family Foundation
David and Sarah Lilja
Minnesota Power
Mark and Mary Jo Nissen
Piper Jaffray Matching Gifts
Peter and Anne Reich
Stoel Rives, LLP
Sunrise Energy Ventures, LLC
Medora Woods

TESLA CIRCLE
$1,000 – $1,999

Philip and Kathy Adam
Frank Altman
Anonymous (2)
Atomic Data
Nina Axelson
Dick and Cathy Bernard
James Bertrand
David Chizek, MD
Dick Clarke and  
Jean Illsley Clarke
Steve and Christine Clemens
Angie Craig
David and Kitty Crosby
Charles Dayton and Sara Evans
Joe DeVito and Holly Kuznia
John and Susan Dunlop
EDP Renewables
Christopher Ennis
Matthew Fitzmaurice
Laura and Cody Fleischfresser
Nicholas and Sarah Garbis

Gifts made February 1, 2016 – January 31, 2017

Ross and Monique Hammond
H.B. Hayden Jr.
iDEAL Energies
Innovative Power Systems
Institute on the Environment
Nancy Johnson and Paul Anton
Kathleen Jones
Tracy Van Steenburgh and 
  Jim Ladner
Cotty Lowry and Laurie Jacobi
Marbrook Foundation
Kathy Iverson and  
  Michael Menzel
Minnesota Center for 
 Environmental Advocacy
Minnesota Solar Connection
Lucy and Bob Mitchell
Charles and Candice Nadler 
  Family Foundation
Richard and Janet Neville
Jane Newman and Amy Lange
Michael and Patsy Noble
Chris O’Brien
Helen Paul
William and Markell Rahr
Kavitha Sitaram and Raj Rajan
Melissa Rappaport Schifman  
  and James Schifman
David Robinson and Jan Ekern
Thomas A. and  
  Georgina T. Russo
Gary and Mary Ann Schokmiller
Tim Seck
Shayna Berkowitz and  
  Phyllis Wiener and  
  Still Ain’t Satisfied, A Foundation 
  With Attitude
Kenneth and Julie Smith
Bruce D. Snyder
Third Level Design
John and Nina Tuttle
James Uttley
Peter and Kimberly Walsh
Steve Wilson and Mary Shedd

$500 – $999
Barbara Allan, Peter H. Bachman 
and Janet Rice Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation, Amy 
and Paul Biewen, Brad and Julie 
Blue, Jeffrey S. Broberg, Terrance 
Brueck, Richard Carlbom, 
Carolyn Foundation Matching 
Gifts, Laura and Benjamin 
Cooper, Jay and Page Cowles, 
Cresa Minneapolis, Rob Davis, 
Chad Dayton, Paul Douglas, 
GE Foundation Matching Gifts, 
GiveMN, John and Patricia 
Gries, Roberta Rott and Larry 
Hanke, Karen and Ken Hannah, 
John Heer and Jody Copp, 
Nancy and James Hiebert, Dan 
and Sara Holmdahl, John and 
Thelma James, John and Anita 
Kes, Diane and William Krueger, 
Jukka and Susanne Kukkonen, 
Kevin Lawless and April Egan, 
David Leppik and Jordan Wood, 
Jennifer Martin, Trent Mostaert, 
Heidi Natura, Richard and Joan 
Newmark, Phillip Peterson, Gary 
and Susan Rappaport, Todd 
Reubold and Veronika Torarp, 
Amber Rudell, RxArtisans, Ed and 
Sarah Shaw, Doug Shoemaker 
and Pat Schoenecker, Jim 
and Mary Stahlmann, Sullivan 
Renovation Inc., The Brunsberg 
Group LLC, Mary T’Kach, Mike 

and Jessica Tobin, UnitedHealth 
Group Matching Gifts, Sam and 
Megan Villella, Anne Weyandt, 
WSB & Associates, Harry and 
Belle Yaffe

$250 – $499
Brian Adams, Stacy Allan, Nancy 
Andrews, Anonymous (3), Lynn 
Arnsdorf, Janet and Mike Brown, 
Linda Bruemmer, Philip Bush 
and Kathryn Bishop, Adrienne 
Christiansen, Richard Condon, 
Snehal Desai, Dennis and Nickie 
Dillon, Daniel Enderton, Ethan 
Fawley and Lesley Schack, 
David Hartwell and Elizabeth De 
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Judy and Alan Hoffman, Kathy 
Hollander and Rodney Johnson, 
Joanne Kendall, Gary Konkol, 
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Robert McKlveen and Ellen 
Jones, Tom Mueller and Art 
Punyko, Evan A. Nelson, Scott 
Alsleben and Ellen Palmer, Karyn 
and Stephen Paulman, Garry 
George and Beth Pearlman, 
Patrick and Kaia Pelstring, 
Richard and Donna Peterson, 
Kent Peterson, Matt Privratsky, 
Scott Privratsky, Jeff Riegle, 
Lucy Rogers, Gregory T. Rotter, 
Anders and Ewa Rydaker, Don 
and Renae Shields, Amy Skoczlas 
Cole and Jason Cole, Nell and 
Chris Smith, Mark Spurr, Nancy 
Gibson and Ron Sternal, The 
Crosswols Foundation, Dennis 
L. Thompson, Louis and Barb 
Turner, John and Sally Turrittin, 
Ann and Karl Vohs, Irv and Marge 
Weiser, Greg and Erin Wenz, 
Jason Willett, Carol Witte and 
Winston Cavert

$100 – $249
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Broady, Michael Brookens, David 
A. Brown Jr., Shelby and Charley 
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Cimperman, Merritt Clapp-Smith, 
Frank and Eliza Clark, Sarah 
and Whitney Clark, Robert and 
Diane Coderre, Jay Coggins, 
Iris Condon, Conservation 
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Brian Coyle, Kyle Crocker, 
Stewart and Lesley Crosby, 
Leigh Currie, John Curry, Bob 
and Jeanne Cutshall, Virginia 

Dale, Charles Darth, Jim 
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Gibbons, Ellen Gibson, Christine 
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Kathryn Hoffman, Matt Hoiland, 
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John W. Howard, David Hozza, 
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Jenson, Maryjo and Mark Jerve, 
Kyle Johnson, Sarah Johnson 
Phillips, Louise E. Jones, Charles 
and Sally Jorgensen, Janet and 
Ken Joslyn, Jeremy Kalin, Bob 
Karasov, Michael and Theresa 
Karels, Darla Kashian, William 
Kaul, John Kearney, James Keller 
and Patricia Johnson Keller, 
Brent and Leslie Kellum, Hyon 
Kim, Dennis Kim, Dan King, 
Dick King, Hudson Kingston, 
Leo Klisch, Robert and Kathleen 
Klukas, Tom Knabel, Kathy 
Koch, Larry and Cynthia Koehler, 
Tom Kraack, John and Barbara 
Krenn, Amelia Kroeger, Ron 
Kroese and Kimberly Colburn, 
Peggy and Bruce Kvam, Holly 
Lahd Larson, John Larkey, 
Gary Douglas Laurent, Meggie 
LaValley, Kevin Lee, Ruth Lindh, 
Judy and Greg Lissick, Joe 
Lofgren, Leslie Lofgren, Lottsa 
Tax and Accounting Services, 
Katy Lowery, Grumpy Old Man, 
John and Mary Ann Lundquist, 
David Maas, Mike and Marta 
Maddy, Thomas Mahlum, Bill 
Mahlum, Jr. and Kelly A. Jones, 
Doug Malmgren, Mankato 
Area Environmentalists, Ann 
Manning, Katherine Markquart, 
Don Martin, Nicholas Martin, 
John and Connie Marty, Aaron 
Masterson, Mike and Fran 
McCloskey, Mary McLeod, 
Minnesota Farmers Union, Tom 

and Aggie Meium, Douglas 
Mensing, Meyer Borgman 
Johnson, Susan Meyers, Stacy 
Miller, Jason Moeckel, Andrea 
Moffatt, Bob and Mary Moncur, 
Andrew Moratzka, Marilyn 
Morem, Teresa Morrow and Dale 
Pippin, Susan and Michael Mullin, 
Phil and Lynda Murray, Gwen 
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of Heartland Inc., Bruce Nelson 
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Jack and Sara Nelson-Pallmeyer, 
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Nissen and Julia Jackson, Susan 
Nixon and Walter Lentz, Jean 
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Dawn Pape, Bharat Parekh, 
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Deb Pierce, Stephen Polasky, 
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Redmond, Bob Reichert, Lance 
Reschke, Winthrop Rockwell and 
Binky Wood, Les Rogers, Daniel 
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Schmidt, Lola Schoenrich and 
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Rebecca and Louis Schwartzkopf, 
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Christopher and Annette Scotti, 
Seilerschindel, PLLC, Chad 
Selmecki and Nan Madden, 
Douglas Shaw, Bob Shepard, 
Eileen Shore, Dylan Sievers, 
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Jordan Skelcher, Bonnie Skelton 
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Skuta, Dana Slade, Marc Sloot, 
Bill Smeaton, Guy Smith, Sean 
P. Smith and  Ryanne Overom, 
Jeff Smith, Beth Soholt, John 
Song, Chase Sovell, Catherine 
Spengler, Jeff Standish, Meryl 
and Paul Steinhauser, Scott 
Strand, Joe Strommen, Joe 
Sullivan, Barbara E Swanson, 
Donald and Wildie Swanson, 
Brion Szwed, Kaya Tarhan, 
Andrew Tate, Warren Thompson 
and Lisa Kirkland, Michael 
Troutman and Amy Blumenshine, 
Nancy Tyra-Lukens, Guff Van 
Vooren, Chris Vanecek, Dolores 
Voorhees, Clif and Bettye Ware, 
Billy Watts, Jered Weber, Paul 
and Janelle Wegner, Stephen 
Wehr, Bill Weimer, Ryan Werder, 
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Financial statements 
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  Agency
National Audubon Society, Inc.
Park Foundation
RE-AMP
Rockefeller Family Foundation
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Wind on the Wires
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation
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Statement of ACtivities

SUPPORT & REVENUE

Grant Revenue Released from Restrictions	 $2,399,140 
Other Unrestricted Contributions 	 $422,308 
Interest & Dividend Income	 $7,202 
In-Kind Contributions	 $750 
Unrealized Gain (Losses) on Securities 	 $9,819 
Other Revenue	 $417

TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE	 $2,839,636

EXPENSES

Media & Innovation Lab	 $692,567  
Renewable Electricity & Clean Transportation	 $645,832 
Energy Performance & Better Buildings	 $592,936 
Global Warming Solutions	 $326,531 
RE-AMP -- MN State Table Fiscal Sponsorship	 $115,000 
Administration	 $224,348 
Fundraising	 $190,363

TOTAL EXPENSES	 $2,787,577

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets	 $52,059

25% Media & Innovation Lab 

23% Renewable Electricity & Clean Transportation

21% Energy Performance & Better Buildings

12% Global Warming Solutions

4%  RE-AMP -- MN State Table Fiscal Sponsorship

8%  Administration

7%  Fundraising

Functional Expenses

ASSETS

Cash & Cash Equivalents	 $1,836,642 
Investments	 $109,624 
Awarded Grants to be Received	 $749,900 
Accounts Receivable	 $33,150 
Prepaid Expenses	 $17,237 
Equipment	 $20,332

Total Assets	 $2,766,885

LIABILITIES & net assets

Total Liabilities 	 $240,119 
Total Temporarily Restricted Assets	 $1,642,330 
Total Unrestricted Net Assets	 $884,436 
  (Operating Reserve & Strategic Framework Fund)

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 	 $2,766,885

Statement of Financial Position 

Fresh Energy’s Power Circles recognize the leading individual, business, and organizational 
members who make generous unrestricted contributions of $1,000 and above each fiscal year.Power Circles

NEWTON CIRCLE
$10,000 or more

Accredited Investors, Inc.
Alida R. Messinger
An Anonymous Fund of  
  The Minneapolis Foundation
Andersen Corporation
Anonymous 
Aveda
Community Energy, Inc.
Lang Family Foundation
Ross and Bridget Levin
M.A. Mortenson Construction
Dick and Joyce H. McFarland     
  Family Fund of The 
  Minneapolis Foundation 
Prairie Restorations, Inc. 
Federico and Nassim Rossi 
SoCore Energy 
SolarCity 
The David Winton Bell 
  Foundation 
The John Larsen Foundation 

Kate Wolford and Ed Reilly

CURIE CIRCLE
$5,000 – $9,999 

An Anonymous Fund of The
  Minneapolis Foundation
Anonymous
Mike and Sharon Conley
Design Forty Five
Mark and Kate Hanson
Minnesota Environmental Fund
Rahr Corporation
Cheryl Appeldorn and  
  Thomas Schnettler
John and Dana Wood
Xcel Energy

EDISON CIRCLE
$2,000 – $4,999

Donna W. Allan and Bill Mahlum
Randy and Bird Anderson
John Berns

Paul and Shannon Burke
Kim and Carol Culp
Christine and Loren Danielson
Davies-Sommer Family Fund of 
  the Minneapolis Foundation
Alan and Lollie Eidsness
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen 
  Foundation
Becky Erdahl
Great Plains Institute
Great River Energy
John and Karen Larsen
John Larsen and Mike Stewart
Lenfestey Family Foundation
Leuthold Family Foundation
David and Sarah Lilja
Minnesota Power
Mark and Mary Jo Nissen
Piper Jaffray Matching Gifts
Peter and Anne Reich
Stoel Rives, LLP
Sunrise Energy Ventures, LLC
Medora Woods

TESLA CIRCLE
$1,000 – $1,999

Philip and Kathy Adam
Frank Altman
Anonymous (2)
Atomic Data
Nina Axelson
Dick and Cathy Bernard
James Bertrand
David Chizek, MD
Dick Clarke and  
Jean Illsley Clarke
Steve and Christine Clemens
Angie Craig
David and Kitty Crosby
Charles Dayton and Sara Evans
Joe DeVito and Holly Kuznia
John and Susan Dunlop
EDP Renewables
Christopher Ennis
Matthew Fitzmaurice
Laura and Cody Fleischfresser
Nicholas and Sarah Garbis

Gifts made February 1, 2016 – January 31, 2017

Ross and Monique Hammond
H.B. Hayden Jr.
iDEAL Energies
Innovative Power Systems
Institute on the Environment
Nancy Johnson and Paul Anton
Kathleen Jones
Tracy Van Steenburgh and 
  Jim Ladner
Cotty Lowry and Laurie Jacobi
Marbrook Foundation
Kathy Iverson and  
  Michael Menzel
Minnesota Center for 
 Environmental Advocacy
Minnesota Solar Connection
Lucy and Bob Mitchell
Charles and Candice Nadler 
  Family Foundation
Richard and Janet Neville
Jane Newman and Amy Lange
Michael and Patsy Noble
Chris O’Brien
Helen Paul
William and Markell Rahr
Kavitha Sitaram and Raj Rajan
Melissa Rappaport Schifman  
  and James Schifman
David Robinson and Jan Ekern
Thomas A. and  
  Georgina T. Russo
Gary and Mary Ann Schokmiller
Tim Seck
Shayna Berkowitz and  
  Phyllis Wiener and  
  Still Ain’t Satisfied, A Foundation 
  With Attitude
Kenneth and Julie Smith
Bruce D. Snyder
Third Level Design
John and Nina Tuttle
James Uttley
Peter and Kimberly Walsh
Steve Wilson and Mary Shedd

$500 – $999
Barbara Allan, Peter H. Bachman 
and Janet Rice Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation, Amy 
and Paul Biewen, Brad and Julie 
Blue, Jeffrey S. Broberg, Terrance 
Brueck, Richard Carlbom, 
Carolyn Foundation Matching 
Gifts, Laura and Benjamin 
Cooper, Jay and Page Cowles, 
Cresa Minneapolis, Rob Davis, 
Chad Dayton, Paul Douglas, 
GE Foundation Matching Gifts, 
GiveMN, John and Patricia 
Gries, Roberta Rott and Larry 
Hanke, Karen and Ken Hannah, 
John Heer and Jody Copp, 
Nancy and James Hiebert, Dan 
and Sara Holmdahl, John and 
Thelma James, John and Anita 
Kes, Diane and William Krueger, 
Jukka and Susanne Kukkonen, 
Kevin Lawless and April Egan, 
David Leppik and Jordan Wood, 
Jennifer Martin, Trent Mostaert, 
Heidi Natura, Richard and Joan 
Newmark, Phillip Peterson, Gary 
and Susan Rappaport, Todd 
Reubold and Veronika Torarp, 
Amber Rudell, RxArtisans, Ed and 
Sarah Shaw, Doug Shoemaker 
and Pat Schoenecker, Jim 
and Mary Stahlmann, Sullivan 
Renovation Inc., The Brunsberg 
Group LLC, Mary T’Kach, Mike 

and Jessica Tobin, UnitedHealth 
Group Matching Gifts, Sam and 
Megan Villella, Anne Weyandt, 
WSB & Associates, Harry and 
Belle Yaffe

$250 – $499
Brian Adams, Stacy Allan, Nancy 
Andrews, Anonymous (3), Lynn 
Arnsdorf, Janet and Mike Brown, 
Linda Bruemmer, Philip Bush 
and Kathryn Bishop, Adrienne 
Christiansen, Richard Condon, 
Snehal Desai, Dennis and Nickie 
Dillon, Daniel Enderton, Ethan 
Fawley and Lesley Schack, 
David Hartwell and Elizabeth De 
Baut, Tim Hebrink, John F. Hick, 
Judy and Alan Hoffman, Kathy 
Hollander and Rodney Johnson, 
Joanne Kendall, Gary Konkol, 
Rich and Lori Lehman, Bridget 
Manahan and Joe Alexander, 
Robert McKlveen and Ellen 
Jones, Tom Mueller and Art 
Punyko, Evan A. Nelson, Scott 
Alsleben and Ellen Palmer, Karyn 
and Stephen Paulman, Garry 
George and Beth Pearlman, 
Patrick and Kaia Pelstring, 
Richard and Donna Peterson, 
Kent Peterson, Matt Privratsky, 
Scott Privratsky, Jeff Riegle, 
Lucy Rogers, Gregory T. Rotter, 
Anders and Ewa Rydaker, Don 
and Renae Shields, Amy Skoczlas 
Cole and Jason Cole, Nell and 
Chris Smith, Mark Spurr, Nancy 
Gibson and Ron Sternal, The 
Crosswols Foundation, Dennis 
L. Thompson, Louis and Barb 
Turner, John and Sally Turrittin, 
Ann and Karl Vohs, Irv and Marge 
Weiser, Greg and Erin Wenz, 
Jason Willett, Carol Witte and 
Winston Cavert

$100 – $249
Ross and Jennifer Abbey, Chris 
Abbott, Kathi Ackerman, Stuart 
Ackman, Bill Elwood and Betsy 
Allis, Ellen Anderson, Sigurd and 
Shannon Anderson, Anonymous 
(15), Louis Asher and Lisa Wersal, 
Jan Baker, Imogene Bass, Sheila 
Bayle, Jim and Marsha Benshoof, 
Sara Bergan, Ellen Biales, Dan 
Biere, Amanda Bilek, Ginny 
Black, Marv and Judi Boike, 
Jamie Borell, Joe Borkowski, 
Stephanie and Craig Bowron, 
Jim and Ruth Bowyer, Benjamin 
Bratrud, Ralph and Mary Brindle, 
Tom and Mary Florence Brink, 
Thomas Brinkman, Joanne 
Broady, Michael Brookens, David 
A. Brown Jr., Shelby and Charley 
Bruce, Bob Burns, Candace 
Campbell, Colleen Carey, David 
Carroll, Mark V. Chapin, Bill 
Cimperman, Merritt Clapp-Smith, 
Frank and Eliza Clark, Sarah 
and Whitney Clark, Robert and 
Diane Coderre, Jay Coggins, 
Iris Condon, Conservation 
Minnesota, Kathleen H. Corley, 
Brian Coyle, Kyle Crocker, 
Stewart and Lesley Crosby, 
Leigh Currie, John Curry, Bob 
and Jeanne Cutshall, Virginia 

Dale, Charles Darth, Jim 
Davidson, Jeremy Davis, Gary 
and Connie Degrote, Elizabeth 
D. and Thomas D. Dodder, The 
Donovan Family, Perry Dotson, 
Greg Downing, Amy Dritz, Anita 
S. Duckor, Rick Duncan and 
Beth Goodpaster, Peter Dykstra, 
Earthtech Energy, Melissa 
Eblen-Zayas, Robert Ed, Mark 
Ellenberger & Janet Zander, 
Energy Concepts, Inc., The Estee 
Lauder Companies Matching 
Gifts, Heather Favre, Don Ferber, 
Rebecca Flood, Mari Forbush, 
Katie and Rick Fournier, R. Worth 
Frank, Mike Franklin, Stephen 
and Monica Frytak, Andrew 
Gibbons, Ellen Gibson, Christine 
Gleckner, Lynn Glesne, Dan Gold 
and Alexis Broome, Peter Gove, 
Don and Gerry Grant, John and 
Janet Green, John Grinager and 
Nancy Shaw, Bob Gubrud, Mike 
Gude, Katie Gulley, Guncheon 
Financial, William and Marlene 
Haider, Dana Hallstrom, Bryce 
Hamilton, J. Drake Hamilton, 
Robyn Hansen, Steve Hansen, 
Anna and Ian Harmon, Bonnie 
Harper-Lore and Gary Lore, 
Shawn Hartfeldt, Margaret 
Hasse and David Grothe, Ed 
Hasselman, Jessica Hellmann, 
Nancy Read Hendricks, Bernie 
Hesse, Lynn Hinkle, Paul Hoff, 
Kathryn Hoffman, Matt Hoiland, 
Luke Hollenkamp, Jim Horan, 
John W. Howard, David Hozza, 
Brian Huberty, Monica and Rex 
Ingram, Dana Jackson, Susan 
Jacobsen, Ralph Jacobson, Ralph 
Jenson, Maryjo and Mark Jerve, 
Kyle Johnson, Sarah Johnson 
Phillips, Louise E. Jones, Charles 
and Sally Jorgensen, Janet and 
Ken Joslyn, Jeremy Kalin, Bob 
Karasov, Michael and Theresa 
Karels, Darla Kashian, William 
Kaul, John Kearney, James Keller 
and Patricia Johnson Keller, 
Brent and Leslie Kellum, Hyon 
Kim, Dennis Kim, Dan King, 
Dick King, Hudson Kingston, 
Leo Klisch, Robert and Kathleen 
Klukas, Tom Knabel, Kathy 
Koch, Larry and Cynthia Koehler, 
Tom Kraack, John and Barbara 
Krenn, Amelia Kroeger, Ron 
Kroese and Kimberly Colburn, 
Peggy and Bruce Kvam, Holly 
Lahd Larson, John Larkey, 
Gary Douglas Laurent, Meggie 
LaValley, Kevin Lee, Ruth Lindh, 
Judy and Greg Lissick, Joe 
Lofgren, Leslie Lofgren, Lottsa 
Tax and Accounting Services, 
Katy Lowery, Grumpy Old Man, 
John and Mary Ann Lundquist, 
David Maas, Mike and Marta 
Maddy, Thomas Mahlum, Bill 
Mahlum, Jr. and Kelly A. Jones, 
Doug Malmgren, Mankato 
Area Environmentalists, Ann 
Manning, Katherine Markquart, 
Don Martin, Nicholas Martin, 
John and Connie Marty, Aaron 
Masterson, Mike and Fran 
McCloskey, Mary McLeod, 
Minnesota Farmers Union, Tom 

and Aggie Meium, Douglas 
Mensing, Meyer Borgman 
Johnson, Susan Meyers, Stacy 
Miller, Jason Moeckel, Andrea 
Moffatt, Bob and Mary Moncur, 
Andrew Moratzka, Marilyn 
Morem, Teresa Morrow and Dale 
Pippin, Susan and Michael Mullin, 
Phil and Lynda Murray, Gwen 
and Mason Myers, Susan Myran, 
Craig and Patricia Neal on behalf 
of Heartland Inc., Bruce Nelson 
and Barbara Watts, Caryl Nelson, 
Jack and Sara Nelson-Pallmeyer, 
Laura Nereng, Duane Ninneman 
and Maureen Laughlin, Will 
Nissen and Julia Jackson, Susan 
Nixon and Walter Lentz, Jean 
M. Noble, Rich and Raymonde 
Noer, Jed Norgaarden, Kim 
Norton, Mark Odegard, Cindy 
Ojczyk, Jesse Okie and Mary 
Harrington, Connor O’Meara, 
Leigh and Al Onkka, Corey 
Orehek, Gabe Ormsby, Dick 
and Judy Ottman, Nancy Palmer 
and Michael Hopps, Kevin and 
Dawn Pape, Bharat Parekh, 
Eric Pasi, Paul E. Pender, Brian 
Peterson-Delacueva, Doug and 
Deb Pierce, Stephen Polasky, 
Andy Pomroy, Lela Porter, Judi 
Poulson, Lucinda Pratt, Riv-
Ellen Prell, David Quinby, Anu 
Ramaswami, David Rapaport 
and Jeanne Kirby, Lawrence 
Redmond, Bob Reichert, Lance 
Reschke, Winthrop Rockwell and 
Binky Wood, Les Rogers, Daniel 
Rogers, Nicole Rom, Gene D. 
and Judith S. Rose, Brian Ross, 
Sandy and Jim Rummel, Christina 
Nichols and Dianne Russell, 
Laura Hannah and Julian Ryba-
White, Don Salisbury, Christine 
Sames, Mary E. Savina, Bryan 
Schmidt, Lola Schoenrich and 
Peter Oppenheim, Margaret 
Schreiner, Eric Schroeder, 
Rebecca and Louis Schwartzkopf, 
Karen and David Scott, 
Christopher and Annette Scotti, 
Seilerschindel, PLLC, Chad 
Selmecki and Nan Madden, 
Douglas Shaw, Bob Shepard, 
Eileen Shore, Dylan Sievers, 
Megan Simon, Erik Simonson, 
Jordan Skelcher, Bonnie Skelton 
and Thomas Fraser, Glenn 
Skuta, Dana Slade, Marc Sloot, 
Bill Smeaton, Guy Smith, Sean 
P. Smith and  Ryanne Overom, 
Jeff Smith, Beth Soholt, John 
Song, Chase Sovell, Catherine 
Spengler, Jeff Standish, Meryl 
and Paul Steinhauser, Scott 
Strand, Joe Strommen, Joe 
Sullivan, Barbara E Swanson, 
Donald and Wildie Swanson, 
Brion Szwed, Kaya Tarhan, 
Andrew Tate, Warren Thompson 
and Lisa Kirkland, Michael 
Troutman and Amy Blumenshine, 
Nancy Tyra-Lukens, Guff Van 
Vooren, Chris Vanecek, Dolores 
Voorhees, Clif and Bettye Ware, 
Billy Watts, Jered Weber, Paul 
and Janelle Wegner, Stephen 
Wehr, Bill Weimer, Ryan Werder, 
Fritz Westphal, David Wormald, 
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Leslie Yoder

Up to $99
Anna Abruzzese, Karen R. 
Achberger, Mary Adair, Mark 
Ahlstrom, Sandy Ahlstrom, Tom 
and Beverly Alsleben, Alice 
Altman, Donna Anderson, Marna 
Anderson, Norma Anderson, 
Eric Anderson, Donna Anderson, 
Gary Anderson, Anonymous 
(39), Jerold and Donna Bahls, 
Gene and Lois Bakko, K Bancroft, 
Candy Barthel, Bob and Betty 
Beach, Martin and Sheila Berger, 
Eric and Lisa Berglund, Best 
Buy Matching Gifts, Jacque 
Bieber, Dr. David and Gretchen 
Bonham, George Boody and 
Ann Risch, Sandra Boone, 
Helen Booth-Tobin, Marilyn 
Broding, Charlotte Brooker, 
Thomas Brown, Laurel Browne, 
Laura Burrington, Danielle 
Butenhoff, Dorothy Callahan, 
Drew R Campbell, Richard 
Carter, Laurie Casagrande, 
Brett Cease, Clarence Chaplin, 
Susan Cheney and David Arbeit, 
Hugh Cherne, Kathleen and 
Steven Chesney, Pat Clemmer, 
Jerry Cleveland, Julie Close, 
Kennedy and Bronwyn Cole, 
Patrick Collins, Nan Corliss, Sue 
A. Cross, Fran Crotty, Bill Cutler, 
Jill Dalton, William and Lorraine 
Delehanty, Natalio Diaz, Scott 
Dibble, Alan Norton and Kathleen 
Doran-Norton, Martha Dorow, 
Nicole Dotin, Trevor Drake, Chris 
Duffrin, Fred Dulles and Cathy 
Jordan, Trudy Dunham, George 
Dunn and Donna Harris, Laura 
Duscher, Steve and Judy Elkins, 
Mike Elko and Beth De Lap, Mary 
Engen, Greg Erickson, Tannie 
Eshenaur, Barbara Fallstad, 
Jane and Dan Fark, Jeff and 
Rhonda Farran, Jim Fasching, 
Emma Fazio, Jogn Fortier, Joe 
Foss and Lien Tran, Ron Fraboni, 
Furshong and Petrich Family, 
Katie Galloway, Laurel Gamm 
and Charles Stephens, Laurie 
and Scott Gauer, Cathy Geist, 
Allen and Andrea Gleckner, 
Elizabeth Glidden and Eric 
Pusey, Sandra Goodyear, Alison 
Groebner, Kirsten Gulbro, Winona 
Renewable Energy, LLC, Bree 
Halverson, Melissa Driscoll and 
Jay Hambidge, Sam Hanson, 
Virginia Hanson, Shawntera 
Hardy, Mike Harley, Mary Harlow, 
Martha Harris and Bradley Nagel, 
James Hartsoe, Matthew Hassler, 
Kim W. Havey, Harold and 
Jeanette Hawkanson, Monica 
Haynes and Kevin Stanke, 
Kevin Hein, Brad Heitland, 
Russell A. Heitman, Hank and 
Marjorie Heystek, Janelle and 
Paul Hidgem, Cynthia and 
Russell Hobbie, Julie Holmen, 
Paul and Linda Holt, Virginia 
Homme, David Howd, Karen 
Hulstrand, Sandy and Steven 
Hunt, Rosemary Husbands, 
Carol Iwata, Deborah Jacobs, 
Stan and Janet Jacobson, 

Melina Jerve, Margit and Eric 
Johnson, Jennifer Johnson, 
Clifford and Betty Johnson, 
Robert and Joycelyn Johnson, 
Drew and Karie Johnson, Lucinda 
Johnson, Doug and Linda Jones, 
Catherine Jordan and Steve 
Lick, The James and Doris 
Jorgenson Charitable Fund, State 
Representative Phyllis Kahn, 
Shana Kaplow and Stephen 
Mitrione, Barbara Kaufman, Scott 
Keely, Loni Kemp, Phyllis and 
Don Kerr, Anne Kimber, Audrey 
Kingstrom and Robert Aderhold, 
Wendy Klager, Julie Klassen, 
Roger and Kim Klisch-Baudoin, 
Leif and Debora Knecht, David 
Koehser and Nancy Dunnigan, 
Dan and Harriet Kohen, Dr. Tom 
Kottke, Lawrence Krantz and 
Diane Pittman, Nicholas Krueger, 
Laurie Kundrat, Sharon and 
Wayne Kutter, Jennifer LaForgia, 
Betty Lamb, Lee Ann Landstrom, 
Brad Larson and Jennifer 
Johnson, Richard Larson, Cindy 
Larson O’Neil and Tom O’Neil, 
Adina Lebowitz, Greg Lee, 
Sharon LeMay, Peter and Pam 
Leschak, Annie Levenson-Falk, 
Joel Light, Alison Lindburg, Bill 
and Lu Lindstrom, Dian Lopez, 
Jeffrey Lukens and Nancy Tyra-
Lukens, Will MacPhail, Maggie 
Madden, Tim and Dianne 
Madsen, Marcus and Regina 
Magnuson, Thomas and Sandra 
Mallon, Christina M. Manning, 
Jay and Merrill Martin, Dennis 
Mashuga and Carol Atchley-
Mashuga, Nancy Mason-Johnson, 
Karin Matchett, Lotti Matkovits, 
Thomas McPhee, Chris 
Meyer, Bill & Jill Middlecamp, 
Christopher Miller, Jan Mitchell, 
Greg Mizer, Ashley Moen, Ah-li 
Monahan, Emily Moore, Judith 
Moore, Kate Moos, Jack Mooty, 
Liz Morris Otto, Paul Moss, 
Philipp Muessig, Diane Mundt, 
Erin Murphy and Joseph Faust, 
Carl Nelson, Brian and Julia Frost 
Nerbonne, Cecelia Newton, Jim 
and Joyce Nichols, Susan and 
Alan Nielsen, Logan O’Grady, 
Terry Olsen, Patricia A. Olson, 
Philip Olson, Brigitt M. Orfield 
and Scott W. Johnston, Steve 
and Shelley Orr, Michael Orth, 
Scott Osberg, Elizabeth Ozmon 
and Martha Laudert, Marion 
Padilla, Joseph F. Palen, Warren 
and Patty Park, Ben Passer, 
Brian PaStarr, Eric and JoAnn 
Pasternack, Ken and Siobhann 
Paulman, Zach Paulson, Andrew 
W. Pearson, Roger Peck, Joyce 
Bowers and Gordon Pedersen, 
Shirley and Rich Peter, Judith 
Peterson, E. Eugene and June 
Peterson, Paul Zorn and Janet 
Petri, Barbara Pilling and Daniel 
Carlson, Joe and Melissa 
Plummer, Andy and Cheryl Polzin, 
Leigh Pomeroy, Kate Poole 
and Ken Pearson, Kevin Porter, 
Noelyn and Truman Porter, Greg 
and Pat Pratt, Dave Murphy 
and Jane Prince, Ben Rabe and 

Annie Fedorowicz, Sue and Greg 
Rasmussen, Tom Reed, Mary 
Rehwaldt, Ken and Sandra Reine, 
Augie Rivera, Angie Robinson, Jo 
Anne Rohricht, Dagmar Romano, 
Robert Rosenbrook, Robert 
Rossi, Marvin Rothfusz, Stephen 
Rueff, Michelle Ruettinger, Carole 
E. Rust, Allen Sames, Flo and 
Burt Sandok, Judith M. Sausen, 
Jim Scheidt and Peggy Larson, 
Amy Scheller, James Martin and 
Karen Schik, Jennifer Schmitt, 
Kay Lara Schoenwetter, Kathleen 
Schuler, Joe Schwartzberg, 
Adam Schweigert, Jan Scofield, 
Claren Sellner, Gregg Severson, 
Darren and Sonja Sharp, Robert 
Sherman, Emma Shriver, Sri 
Siddabathuni, William Sierks and 
Mamie Segall, Julie Smendzuik-
O’Brien, Philip Spensley, Sarah 
Staab, Robert Stanich, Ed Starr 
and Ruth Ann Starr, DeeAnn 
Stenlund, Emily Stennes, Ronald 
and Diane Stevens, Jason Stoffel, 
Carlotta Stomberg, Glenn W. 
Strand, Richard Strong, Edward 
and Mary Sunde, Marcia and 
Wesley Sundquist, Mary Nona 
and Jack Surma, Maria Surma 
Manka and Joram Manka, 
Pamela Swanson, Jim Swanson, 
Peter Swenson and Pam Jewson, 
Linnea and Jon Swenson 
Tellekson, Wayne and Sindy 
Tellekson, Melvin and Sharon 
Thelen, Sheryl Theuninck, 
Scott and Barb Thiem, Michael 
Thimmesch, Priscilla J. Thomas, 
Thomson Reuters Matching Gifts, 
Jerome Tiller, Michael T’Kach 
and Christina Melloh, Carla 
Tollefsrud, Lyndon Torstenson, 
Larissa Trygg, Marian and Mike 
Tuomala, David and Lynn Vander 
Haar, Heidi VanGenderen, Barb 
and Doug Veit, Elena Velkov, 
Devon Vojtech, Michelle and 
Dwayne Vosejpka, Lance Vrieze, 
Jean and Dwight Wagenius, 
T. Walhof, Jay Walljasper and 
Julie Ristau, Chrissie Walsh, 
Josh Warner, Beth Waterhouse 
and Don Maronde, Andrew 
Wattenhofer, Jim Watts, Stu Webb 
and Martha Roberts, William 
George Weber, Joel Weisberg 
and Janet Watchman, Cathryn 
and William Weller, John Wenzel, 
Julie Westerlund, Darlene and 
Thomas White, John Masiulis 
and Marise Widmer, Robert and 
Hiroko Williams, Alexis and 
Brandon Williams, Shawn Willy, 
Kevin Worden, Debbie Wuerffel 
and W. Kirchgessner, Peter and 
Peggy Yackel, Jackie and Steven 
Zimmerman

IN HONOR
Anna Abruzzese in honor of  
  Ross Abbey
Barbara Allan in honor of  
  Donna W. Allan, Bill Mahlum &   
  the Utah Desert
Eric Anderson in honor of  
  Dick McFarland
Anonymous in honor of  
  The Energy Conservatory

Anonymous in honor of  
  Carolin Faytle and her 
  commitment to the environment
Anonymous in honor of  
  Ben Rabe
Dick & Cathy Bernard in honor of 
  Busch & Bernard Families
Marv & Judi Boike in honor of 
  Ray Boike
Drew R. Campbell in honor of  
  Our 9/11 Survivors
Richard Carlbom in honor of 
  John Larsen
Adrienne Christiansen in honor 
  of Rob Davis
Scott Dibble in honor of  
  Senator Ellen Anderson
Chris Duffrin in honor of  
  Lewis Duffrin
Alan & Lollie Eidsness, Irv & 
Marge Weiser in honor of  
  Chuck Nadler
Mari Forbush & Don Salisbury  
  in honor of Beth Pearlman
The Furshong & Petrich Family   
  in honor of Duane Ninneman
Andrew Jones in honor of  
  Sri Siddabathuni
Lottsa Tax & Accounting 
Services in honor of  
  Kay Kramer
Erin Murphy & Joseph Faust in 
  honor of Kate Smith
Corey Orehek in honor of  
  Sophie and Declan
Lela Porter in honor of  
  Gigi Gleckner
Riv-Ellen Prell in honor of  
  Beth Pearlman
Dave Murphy & Jane Prince  
  in honor of John Shages
Laura Hannah & Julian Ryba-  
White in honor of  
  Marley Hannah White
Jeff Smith in honor of  
  John Dunlop
Jim & Mary Stahlmann in honor  
  of Gary Schokmiller
Mary T’Kach in honor of  
  J. Drake Hamilton

IN MEMORY
John & Susan Dunlop in 
  memory of Paul Wellstone
Jim Fasching in memory of  
  Karen Fasching 
Mary Harlow in memory of  
  Jim Harlow
Ed Hasselman in memory of  
  Mike Feltault
Matt Hoiland in memory of  
  Dave & Verna Hoiland
Paul & Linda Holt in memory of 
  Paul M. Holt
John Kearney in memory of  
  Floyd & Red Crow & Westeman
Joanne Kendall in memory of  
  Dr. Gabe Maletta
Nicholas Martin in memory of  
  Philando Castile
Caryl Nelson in memory of  
  C. David Nelson
Lela Porter in memory of  
  Don & Harriet Porter
Carlotta Stomberg in memory of 
  Donald Stomberg

Wind and solar are now the most cost-effective new 
energy resources on the market. To ensure everyone has 
access to affordable clean energy, Fresh Energy works 
at the local, state, and regional level to shape policies 
that spur progress. We want everything from the way you 
connect an energy project to the grid to the way you sign 
up for a solar garden to be efficient and fair. Through 
public events like our “Always Ready” Power Pairing, we 
explored how solar and microgrids can help communities 
increase resilience. We filed a motion to begin the 
process of securing new interconnection standards for 
Minnesota, and put our expertise to work by making 
the case for expanded investments in renewables in utility resource plans. Large wind and solar projects developed 
as a result of Fresh Energy policy work are providing jobs and tax revenue across the state. Thanks to Fresh Energy 
leadership with Audubon Minnesota, there is now a new pollinator-friendly solar standard for land under solar arrays, 
ensuring new renewable energy developments also support local agriculture, habitat, and water quality.

RENEWABLE ELECTRICITY

Buildings consume roughly 40 percent of the energy in 
our economy. Fresh Energy is working to dramatically 
reduce that energy consumption by shaping utility 
programs and basic standards that help consumers cut 
waste and save money. Fresh Energy showcased this 
issue in a dynamic Power Pairing event, “Built for the 
Future,” and we continue to coordinate the Minnesota 
Codes Compliance Collaborative to harness the expertise 
of builders, building code officials, utilities, and energy 
advocates. We succeeded in stopping efforts to weaken 
Minnesota’s building energy code in the legislature and 
have expanded our focus on programs and policies that 
work for tenants and low income families through our leadership of the Minnesota Multifamily Affordable Housing 
Energy Network. We’re also making sure energy costs are more transparent to families and businesses before they 
lease or purchase a building—leading to more market competition for energy-efficient properties.

BETTER BUILDINGS 

Fresh Energy publishes an independent network of news 
sites covering the transition to a clean energy economy. 
Staffed by a multistate team of journalists, Energy 
News Network daily digests provide news and in-depth 
reporting that increase public understanding of energy 
issues. Over the past year, Southeast Energy News and 
U.S. Energy News have established themselves as key 
drivers of energy news, with thousands of subscribers 
and readers across the country. This progress follows the 
long-standing and continued success of Midwest Energy 
News, one of the most well-respected outlets for energy 
journalism in the region. Our news coverage—editorially 
independent from our policy work—continues to inform 
not only readers and subscribers, but also other journalists who use our stories in national news and beyond.

ENERGY NEWS NETWORK

Please contact us with 
corrections. We apologize for 
any errors or omissions.
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Board

Raj V. Rajan, Chair  
RD&E VP, Global Sustainability Technical 
Leader, Ecolab

Rich Lehman, Vice Chair  
CPA and Partner, Boulay Group

Bridget Levin, Treasurer 
Founding Principal, Nametag International

Gary Schokmiller, Secretary 
President, Trio Executive Search

Donna W. Allan 
Retired Director, Office of Transit, Minnesota 
Department of Transportation

Jeffrey S. Broberg  
LPG, REM, Senior Environmental Project,  
Manager/Professional Geologist

Joe DeVito 
Cofounder and CEO, SolarStone

Anita S. Duckor 
President, Duckor & Associates

Cody Fleischfresser 
Director, Constituent and Consumer 
Experience, United Health Care  
Faculty, Parsons School of Design

Nicholas Garbis 
HR Executive, GE Power, General Electric 
Company

Trent Mostaert 
Vice President, General Manager, 
Solar & Emerging Renewables, 
Mortenson Construction

Chuck Nadler  
CEO, Ascendant Resources

Kim Norton  
Former Minnesota House Representative

Chris O’Brien 
Clean Energy Consultant

Beth Pearlman  
Co-Executive Producer, Tremendous! 
Entertainment

Staff

Michael Noble 
Executive Director

Sarah Clark 
Director, Program Advancement

Rob Davis 
Director, Media & Innovation Lab

Allen Gleckner 
Director, Energy Markets

J. Drake Hamilton 
Science Policy Director

Laura Hannah 
Senior Policy Associate, Energy Markets

Meggie LaValley 
Director, Individual Giving

Will Nissen 
Director, Energy Performance

Leigh Onkka 
Development and Communications Associate

Ellen Palmer 
Director, Operations and Finance

Ben Passer 
Senior Policy Associate, Energy Performance

Ken Paulman 
Managing Editor, Digital Media Projects

Matt Privratsky 
Senior Communications and Government 
Affairs Specialist

Ben Rabe 
Senior Policy Associate, Energy Performance

Dylan Sievers 
Policy Analyst

Jillian Theuer 
Administrative Assistant

Andrew Twite 
Senior Policy Associate, Energy Markets

Alexis Williams 
Senior Engagement Specialist

Jukka Kukkonen 
Electric Vehicle Consultant

Fellows and Interns

Benjamin Bratrud, David Collier, Ana Diaz, 

David Evans, Anna Fineanganofo, Ramon

Molina, Isaiah Nichols-Floyd, Kate Strickland,  

Kirsten Triller, Saskia Zinn

CURRENT BOARD, STAFF, AND Interns

ENERGY PERFORMANCE

Fresh Energy Programs / Learn more at fresh-energy.org

Electric transportation is a fast-moving industry. New 
models with more than 200 miles of electric range have 
made electric cars a great choice for fleets, and Fresh 
Energy worked this year to help local governments, 
colleges, and others prepare to go electric. We also 
set the stage for new electric public transit and school 
buses that could dramatically reduce air and noise 
pollution in our neighborhoods. Fresh Energy is 
providing new resources on electric cars to help auto 
dealers succeed in selling both new and used electric 
car models. We also partnered with utilities to launch 
a new online tool, MNCharging.org, to connect new 
and prospective electric car drivers directly to utility 
programs and opportunities to charge on 100 percent 
renewable electricity.

ELECTRIC CARS AND BUSES

Thanks to the tireless work of Fresh Energy and our 
partners, coal plants continue to be phased out of 
Minnesota’s energy system. Across the state, coal 
plants—one of our biggest sources of carbon pollution— 
are being retired in favor of more cost-effective resources 
like wind, solar, and energy efficiency. This past year, 
some of the state’s oldest and dirtiest plants—in Fergus 
Falls, Becker, and Cohasset as well as a plant in North 
Dakota that serves Minnesota utility customers—were 
confirmed for retirement. These milestones, and many 
others, have meant continued recognition for Fresh 
Energy staff as national leaders in climate action. J. 
Drake Hamilton was recognized as both a Top 10 
Climate Leader by Climate Reality Project and a Top 100 
Influencer by Climate Action.

GLOBAL WARMING SOLUTIONS

Special thanks to the table captains, event sponsors, and friends who made Fresh Energy’s first annual Benefit Breakfast a 
smashing success on October 5, 2016. Our featured speaker, Ramez Naam, along with other event speakers (pictured above) 
delivered an engaging program, and inspired our 400 guests to raise over $150,000 for positive energy solutions. See back page 
for information on the 2017 Benefit Breakfast.

Our Mission
Shape and drive realistic, 
visionary energy policies  

that benefit all.

Our Vision
An economy we thrive in  
and energy that ensures  

our well-being.

Your utility bill is a lot more complicated 

than just the amount you owe at the 

end of the month, and Fresh Energy is 

digging into the details to make sure 

customers can save money and cut 

waste. We provided detailed analysis, 

filed comments, and provided testimony 

in four major utility rate cases at the 

Public Utilities Commission this year, 

working to limit the fixed fees on your 

bill, and promote systems that spur and 

reward efficiency. Fresh Energy also 

worked at the state level to protect 

and improve Minnesota’s Conservation 

Improvement Program. Finally, because 

the cheapest energy is the energy you 

don’t use, we worked in multiple utility 

planning processes to promote efficiency 

in our energy system as the least-

cost strategy for meeting Minnesota’s 

energy needs.

Ramon Molina, left, conducted research as a
Fellow with Fresh Energy’s Ben Passer.
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For information on sponsoring the event, becoming a table 
captain, or to RSVP, please contact Meggie LaValley at  

lavalley@fresh-energy.org or 651 726 7561.

Mark your calendars for Fresh Energy’s second annual Benefit 

Breakfast where you’ll get inspired to invest in positive energy 

solutions and learn about the progress we can achieve together.

Wednesday, October 4, 2017
7:30 — 9:00 am

university of st. Thomas 
2115 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55105

$100 Suggested Minimum Donation

event c0-chairs: Nicholas Garbis & Raj Rajan, Ph.D.

Featured Speaker: Dan Reicher is a nationally-known expert in energy and 
environmental policy, finance, and technology. In 25 years Dan has been 
Google’s Director of Climate and Energy Initiatives and led one of the nation’s 
first renewable energy companies. Dan has advised three U.S. presidents and 
currently is the executive director of the Steyer-Taylor Center for Energy Policy 
and Finance at Stanford University.

fresh-energy.org/benefitbreakfast

Feature event | Benefit Breakfast

Fresh Energy is marking a major milestone with the 
celebration of the 25th anniversary of our incorporation 
in 1992. It’s a terrific time to reflect on the progress we’ve 
made, the important role so many partners have played 
in helping us get here, and the urgent work still ahead 
of us.

Then: Fresh Energy was founded more than a decade 
after President Jimmy Carter’s famous speech 
encouraging people to conserve, but there was almost 
no momentum for energy efficiency investments and 
almost no renewable electricity on the electric grid. 
Coal plants dominated Minnesota’s energy system and 
there was little recognition of the need to move toward 
a cleaner future. Fresh Energy was formed to launch 
Minnesota as a global leader on clean energy and 
efficiency. Using data, market-based strategy, policy 
levers, and a commitment to partnership, we have 
achieved much since then.

Now: Minnesota’s energy picture has changed 
remarkably. In the spring of 2017, wind and solar 
accounted for 10 percent of all U.S. electricity generation.

The first three mass-market electric vehicles capable 
of traveling 200 miles per charge will soon be on sale 
nationwide. Minnesota now generates 23 percent of its 
electricity from renewables, a tenfold increase from 15 
years ago. Wind competes with other energy sources 
based on cost alone while providing tens of millions 
of dollars in local revenue to rural communities. Clean 
energy jobs are growing, including a 44 percent jump 
in local solar jobs last year. Despite great progress, 
however, challenges remain.

Next: Multiple lines of evidence all point to the urgency 
of climate change—but just as solutions become so 
economic, we face partisanship that is limiting progress. 
Fresh Energy is doubling down on four win-win goals: 
make the electricity system cleaner, electrify more of the 
economy, make everything more energy efficient, and 
shape and drive the energy conversation.

As Fresh Energy looks back on a quarter century, we are 
grateful to everyone who has helped power the clean 
energy transition—and we look forward to continued 
progress together.

Fresh Energy Then, Now, and Next




