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Putting money where their mouth i

by Jordan Almen

Since just before Christmas, o
lot of activity has been taking place
arcund d on top of, the Kerk-
hoven er office. The work was
recently completed, and now the
Banner is being created with solar
CNerEY.

Ted and Kari Jo Almen, owners
of the newspaper, have had solar
CNEFEY O cir imindds for awhile, but
they didn’t seriously stan to consider
installing it until around a vear ago.
“1 guess you Kids have enlightened
us i litthe to the fight for the eanth,”
Ted said about his children — Spen-
cer, who works in renewable energy:
Jordan, who writes for the Banner;
and Madeline, who is in her senior
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year of college. “The information
about the damage happening o the
earth is out there,” he said, “bat it
Belped 1o be hearing it from you,”
1t also helped that the Banner
seemed 1o be a natural fn for a solar
installati With a large. flat roof
and no trees or taller buildings ob-
structing sunlight, the building was
ideal. “We don’t use that much elec-
ity af the Banner,” Ted i
2 we do at home wi
system, so we thoug
goodd choice financially
In moving forward with a solar
project, the Almens were 1
sut their money where their o
i5. They have held some invest-
southern Compiar

- 30 vears this small project&yill
3.72 tons of CO migoing
Yinto the atmosph eyl

o

decidied to use that money o fund
their project. “We have run editorials
and columns about climate change in
the past,” Ted said, “amd we thought
it would be a nice transfer of invest-
ment into renewable energy.” He
added, “And let's face it, it's going
10 make us money. We're not just
doing this out of charity,” On top of
the inherent environmental benefits,
the Almens made sure that their
installation would not only pay for
itsell. but would eventually pay back
dividends.

Once they decided they wanted
o move forward, the Almens had
a useful partner. It was pretty
simple,” said Kan Jo. “Spencer
pretty much did evervihing.”
cor carned a degree in env
enginecring and currently w
Enel Gireen Power helping to |
large green encrgy projects, He was
able to aid his parents in researching
the viability and parameters of their
project, and knew what questions to

s, Banner installs rooftop solar array

the rooftop of the Kerkhoven Banner office to see what size solar

htvl e carbon e ] S8 ask the companics that they consid- array would work, Installation of the 56 solar panels was com-

zallon 3 y - ; ered hiring for the work. pleted the last week of the year, and will be generating electricity
FUS e 5 “It"s really not difficult caleulus,”  for the building as soon as Otter Tail Power hooks them into the
of U S. fore; (Continued on page 5 grid.
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Rooftop solar

AUl bnued Troam page 1)

Spencer said. “I's pretty
obvious i vou have an open,
sunny space that =0’ being
wsed, especially if there is an
electrical meter mearby. From
here ot wis pust reaching ol
o a few mstallers 1o compan
oflers.”

“The Banner's syslem
will prodice mose elecine
ity than the office uses inma
gven year, s il will resull
n a nsdes] Pty mend Frovmy

ail Power Company,”
Spencer said. Acoording 1o
the Environmental Profec-
Apon 'l.p:lu':. and the F.lwrg!n
Information Adminisirion,
the cov ironmental impact of
-m.qld,:hlug Prowny Ulee Cber Tanl
generion max o sokar in this
project will be the equivalent
of siwing 51372 tons of (02
over M) vears, M|TRT g,.'l“mn
of gnsoline 02 emissions
svied, o 42945 pores of LR
losrest sequestration of carbon

The Almens were able
1o lake advantage of some
g!:-wnllm'nl inGentives with
their sedar progect. Through
the U5, Department of

\griculture they received o
REAP (Rencwable Encrgy

for America Progrm) granl
of slightly lower tham 25% of
he ol ol the project. They
are aluo taking mdvamtage of
a M Federal Investment
s, credht, Spencer odlered

a discouraged comment on
ihis credif, “As we'vie heand
in sodar, that is phasing oul
I*rnj-l.ﬂ.'l\ il started im 2019
are gelling a lower incenlive
— the governmen wamed to
hase ol meennves Tor wiml
amd solar 5o bey woubd stand
on Their owin, bat ihey are sl
provading incentives [or the
lossnl Tocls, whach kawve beca
an industry for myore than a
hundred years.”

1 think the new generation
is leading the way and show-
ing some of us oher people
hat things have to change,”
Tied sadd. “This i one Hitle
thing thal we can do — we'ne
ol going 1o save the world
with owr ke project, bat o
encugh poople take littke steps
it will make a big impact. |
woahd bove Bo sed our e
b shwowwcase Tor others.

The Banner project has
it gued others alresudy. The
larsl dil} That Almens met
wills the company who they
wonbd choose 1o do their
project, MeSokar based in
wew' London, Kevin Stramd
berg of Strandberg Insurance
happened to walk by and was
v e 1o ear the iloma-
tion. Scoll Lamecker of
Lamecker's Cieneral Store amd
member of the Kerkboven
City Council starbed asking
about the project afler secing
he buibding permal. Ted and
Spescer have also been talk
ing wilh the other members
of Chaingo Press, where the
Ranmer i printed, and they
are very inlcresied in ther
own sodar propect. “We've had
olher privale conversalions
wilhy people whoe know we're
doing this and who would
lovwe Nor aly urnwl:l:uug as well,”

Ted sadd, "1 think a lot of

the incentive is lnancial, of
wonerg < 1 you can cul back
on your wiility hll, no one

is mgainst that — but | think
peosple are also opening ther
eyes o the covinmmntal
catastrophe that s leoming if
nothing changes.” He added,
“We thamk it's just the nght
thimg to do, bl if it wasn't
cosd elfective we wonkdn't do
il, there has o bea T
of Those things.™

Ted recalled o conversa-
o between Poul Doaglas,
Jowckena Gireene amd a member
of the Center of the Amencan
Experiment on WU tha
stpcks 1 his memory, “Ths
guy was hashing Ciovernsor
Walz for wanling o make
Minnesadn corboen neutml by
50, and be =, ‘I"man
cnvironmentalist, my favor-
ibe pliscw 15 Glncier National
Park." Paul Douglas coubdnt
Jump in gquick enough e
said. " You love Glacier? Do
your realiee that m the kst
50 years glaciers there have
diminished an average of
APETT Douglas sdentifics o
a Republican and a conscrva
five, and his remarks made
an impect on Ted. (The U5,
Cieinloguiil Sary ey cslimales
that all glaciers wall be gonc
from Gilacier MNational Park
within 15 years. )

Al tlse same Lime, Douglax
commented that everyonc
wanls renewable encrgy as
lomgg i i dhoesn "L coest iy
more. “As | said in & column.”
Ted smd, “wail a second. its
POHIE T COSL ls pwoEe Ty
kecp using fossil Muels. The
immediste cost con’t be the
-:m!l:r Tactor™

Bt Jow prart it wn.'llu:l]}.
“Many of the costs of fos-
sil Tuels will be paid in the
Tsdane.”

“1t made me think, good
lord. vou wouldn't do some-
thimg oo Tor The: Dature of
the workd if it will cost yoa a
climse mwre ™ Ted reflected

With that mindset, the
Mmens chose 1o do a gper
project than just what could
supply the Banmer odfice with
CICIEY 1 wamted 1o do as

Mike and Mike, installers for MNSolar, fifted one of

the 56 panels in place an the top of the Kerkhoven

Banner buitding. The project will convert sunshine

much as the ool s capacity,”
Ted sad "“'!l} o haalf Wiy %7
"% i investemenl.”

Fer others wondering if so
Livr u5% 5§ i:"-ih] opdeon for them.
Spencer sand that the first
steris just Ogunng out il yon
have o swmitable space For it A
guud hl.‘llllrl!:' plw.x.' s v walis
nicl gov, which uses sabcllite
imagery 1o estimate the watl-
age and 1he \|r|1||ll.' ey hack
a svalem could produce. I
that is im the ballpark of what
world isterest you the next
sl s n.':u.'lllng ol B st
ers and asking lor guoles,”
he said. “Probably the most
inapodiand part is beang able
1o compare quoles side-by-
shde.” Most installers likely
alscy have someone on skl
of avalable 1o them 1o help
wilh grant writing, as wll,

il o proect may qualily fora
READ gram

“A couple of things | asked
about,” Tl added. “was il
ol possl strocture wionld hold
it and o' it would hold ap o
wind and hail. These pancls
are mted For preny high wind
aml for the weather that we
have im our area.”
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turn to the experts/

Chappell Central, Inc.
Heating, Cooling, Metal Fabrication
1950 Trott Avenue SW, Willmar, MN
Office: (300) 235-2151 = Divect (X20) 2358362
I Conll (320) 2128707 « Faur: (320) 2355674
winw faccobook comichappadicentral

Mumny peophe gquestion the
elMectiveness of solar ia Min
nesida, hecause of siow ac
cumulation. Spencer assured
Thint becise They re bick,
they wanm up quicker than
olber surfaces ond are also
shoped o bit, Some produc-
Teon i lost in the wanter, binl
then you're also receiving less
light dwe to the angle of the
sum

A bt of consideration went
into the Almens” decision 1o
install solar on their oflice
roaflop. Tn the end, Tod and

TE

into electricity, more than the Banner actually uses.
The rest will be sold to Otter Tail Power Company.

Fan }o are excited aboul the
mveshmend lhu:. have muwde
limancially, in their building,
and for the environment
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A vou interested i vour
own soloar propect”? Here ane
SO Pesouroes Do gl stiried

spvalls nrel p:ﬂ. s
saellite imagery o cumale
capacity and a payback period
fq\r solar :|rr.'|:| =

swwwnd msda. goy
MOETamS-Services rurml-
CICTEY-MeNCH- Progmm-re-
ncwakile I.':IH.'I_H} -:\} slCIms-Cner

gy-elliciency — imfomution
abaod the REEAP granl_

W mescia.org find
installer — MMinnesodn solar
imstaller I|\I|.np

s cleancnergyne-
SCHIFCCLEnS Org e —
resowree For putling solar on
cxisting Bmamcss uaildlongs
aml tying payments to the
bailding, ot the individual
{particularly waclul of the
individual 1x not sure they will
own their business by the end
of the payment period. )

TROLEUM _INC.
WE WANT TO BE YOUR SUPPLIER OF:

*Gasoline & Ethanol *Heating Qil for Home or Office *Propane Farm Fuels
Great Service - Plus A Whole Lot More!
GIVE US A CALL FOR ALL YOUR PETROLEUM PRODUCTS
Murdock 875-2641 « Clara City 847-3129 « Willmar 235-5200

Bring home dinner!
Prracily fimly oo s Sl Wege “Chidam
Terwders “Buflalc Wings <Freach Fres

SERVING
DELIGIOUS
SLUSHIES!

Murdack

HANDI
STOP

available,

daily meal specials,
including hot soup,
sandwiches, pizza
and refreshments.
Fresh bakery goods,
groceries and a wide
variely of snacks



