
policies in all of these areas—and we will continue to push for bigger, better and more 
inclusive policies to get us all to 100% clean energy as quickly as possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renewable Option Snapshot 

 Distributed Solar Community Solar Green Tariff 

Project 
Location 

Solar array on your roof or in 
your yard. 

Solar array in your region 
of Minnesota. 

Large utility-scale solar or 
wind projects in Minnesota or 
surrounding states. 

Ownership You typically own or finance the 
solar equipment. 

Community solar garden 
developer and financers 
own the project. 

Utility owns or purchases 
power from the project on 
your behalf or buys RECs to 
match your use. 

Renewable 
Energy Credits 
(RECs) 

You own RECs but may sell 
them to the utility through an 
incentive program. 

Utility owns RECs. Utility retires RECs on your 
behalf. 

Relative Cost 

Most expensive upfront, but 
largest potential return on 
investment. Look out for 
possible extra fees if you have a 
cooperative or municipal utility. 

Varies depending on 
utility, but often pricing is 
similar to standard 
electric service. 

Slightly more expensive than 
standard electric service. 

Example 
programs 

• Statewide: Net metering 
• Xcel: Solar*Rewards 
• Minnesota Power: Solar 

Sense 
• Others: varies by utility 

• Statewide: CERTs map 
and list of offerings 

• Xcel: Solar*Rewards 
Community 

• Xcel: Windsource & 
Renewable*Connect 

• MP: Renewable Source  
• OTP: Tailwinds  
• Dakota: Wellspring 

 

 

SM Post Language (for Lani) 

You're ready to embrace clean energy... now what? Should you install your own solar system or 
sign up for a utility-sponsored program? What about a community solar garden subscription? 
Our senior policy associate, @isbyricker breaks down the options. [link] 

 

https://www.xcelenergy.com/programs_and_rebates/residential_programs_and_rebates/renewable_energy_options_residential/solar/available_solar_options/on_your_home_or_in_your_yard/solar_rewards_for_residences
https://www.mnpower.com/ProgramsRebates/SolarSense
https://www.mnpower.com/ProgramsRebates/SolarSense
https://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/solargardens#where-to-find-it
https://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/solargardens#where-to-find-it
https://www.xcelenergy.com/programs_and_rebates/residential_programs_and_rebates/renewable_energy_options_residential/solar/available_solar_options/community-based_solar
https://www.xcelenergy.com/programs_and_rebates/residential_programs_and_rebates/renewable_energy_options_residential/solar/available_solar_options/community-based_solar
https://www.xcelenergy.com/programs_and_rebates/residential_programs_and_rebates/renewable_energy_options_residential/windsource_for_residences
https://www.xcelenergy.com/programs_and_rebates/residential_programs_and_rebates/renewable_energy_options_residential/renewable_connect_for_residences
https://www.mnpower.com/ProgramsRebates/RenewableSource
https://www.otpco.com/ways-to-save/renewable-energy-residential/tailwinds-wind-energy/
https://www.dakotaelectric.com/renewable-energy/wellspring-renewable-energy/

