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What we’ll cover:
• Who we are

• How Minnesota’s energy system works

• How energy policies help shape the market

• Top opportunities for our next governor



About Fresh Energy

• Founded 25 years ago

• Focus on market driven policies 

• In-depth research and analysis

Broadly speaking:
1) Clean up electricity

2) Make things efficient

3) Electrify everything



Policy that can shape the market

Minnesota is a leader

• Even before the election,    
action was at the states

• Minnesota has long history 
of bipartisan progress

• We need to build on that 
progress by expanding 
clean energy opportunities
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Minnesota stands ready to benefit from clean, affordable 
sources of electricity like wind and solar, and all the 

improvements they bring to health, well-being, and our natural 
environment. Fresh Energy’s experts continue to pave the way 

for Minnesota to harness the power of the marketplace to 
expand the adoption of renewable energy and accelerate our 

leadership in the clean energy economy.

Renewable Electricity



Renewable Electricity
• In 2007, Minnesota passed a Renewable Energy Standard 

with 186 lawmakers in favor and only 13 opposed.



Renewable Electricity



Renewable Electricity



Renewable Electricity
• “Wind is the new baseload.” 
• $10m/year in tax revenue
• It’s simple: Minnesota is windy



Renewable Electricity
• Solar is a rapidly growing industry
• Customer driven (farmers, churches, businesses, schools)
• Improves soil and water quality, supports pollinators
• Production tax revenue, good paying jobs, lease payments

Rooftop Community Utility



Renewable Electricity
Opportunities
• Expand access to clean energy

• Take advantage of tax credits

• Avoid building stranded assets



Fresh Energy is helping Minnesota reduce waste and use 
smart technology across the whole utility system, preventing 
the need for new power plants and generating savings. Our 
work with utilities shapes rate designs and helps maintain 

the low-cost energy we value in our state.

Energy Performance



Energy Performance
• The cheapest kilowatt-hour is the one you don’t use – literally.  



Energy Performance
• Conservation programs save customers nearly $300m/year
• They’re successful because they focus on cutting waste



Energy Performance
• We work to make sure those programs work for everyone
• Large industrial customers, multifamily buildings, seniors



Energy Performance
• We design rates that work for both customers AND utilities
• Lower fixed fees + rates that encourage savings
• Essentially: you shouldn’t be punished for cutting waste



Energy Performance
Opportunities
• Time of use rates

• Decoupling

• Pursue smart 

electrification



Fresh Energy is helping Minnesota continue its successful 
progress in reducing the use of fossil fuels to produce 

electricity. We provide public education, science policy 
expertise, and data-driven solutions that set the stage for a 

future rooted in zero-carbon energy.

Global Warming Solutions



Global Warming Solutions
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Global Warming Solutions

2007 Next Generation Energy Act
• Economy wide emissions targets (184 to 14)



Global Warming Solutions



“General Mills is committed to doing our 
part to tackle climate change.”

• Required every supplier to achieve 27% carbon 
reductions by 2025

• Committed $100 million investment in efficiency and 
renewables

• Led 1,000 companies in urging commitment to Paris 
Agreement and the opportunities for clean energy

Global Warming Solutions



Global Warming Solutions
• Clean energy improves air quality and reduces health costs



Global Warming Solutions
Opportunities
• Transition aging power plants off our system

• Continue taking advantage of low (and falling) prices



Electric Cars & Buses
Transportation powered by clean electricity, instead of oil 
and gas, reduces pollution and can strengthen the electric 

grid. Fresh Energy provides education and technical 
assistance designed to help all Minnesotans capture the 

health and cost savings of electric transportation.



Electric Cars & Buses
• Transportation is a major 

source of pollution, 
especially in our 
neighborhoods

• Electrifying 
transportation doesn’t 
just reduce that 
pollution, it shifts 
transportation spending 
to local utilities



Electric Cars & Buses
• Electricity is more affordable and much more predictable



Electric Cars & Buses
• Fewer moving parts, regenerative breaking, etc



Electric Cars & Buses

• Utilities want to grow 
their business

• We want to reduce 
emissions

• People want to drive 
fun, high quality cars

• Everyone wants to 
save money



Electric Cars & Buses
Opportunities
• Electrify transit and school buses

• Electrify state and government fleets

• Incentivize new and used electric vehicles



Better Buildings
Highly efficient homes and commercial buildings make 

Minnesota a great place to live and do business. Fresh Energy 
is identifying new data-driven opportunities that save money 

– for home owners, renters, and companies – and improve 
the health of our communities.



Better Buildings
• Buildings are a big energy user – 52 percent in Saint Paul!



Better Buildings



Better Buildings

• Minnesota is a leader

• Codes officials, 
builders, energy 
experts, utilities 
work together

• Share best practices

• Everyone wins



Better Buildings
• A more ambitious building code could create jobs and savings



Better Buildings
Opportunities
• Create an optional stretch code for cities to pursue (SB2030)

• Make state buildings, and state funded buildings, super efficient



Opportunities
Minnesota’s next governor will have a major impact on our 

energy economy. As wind, solar, and energy efficiency 
continue to get even more cost effective, there are several 

key opportunities our next governor can take advantage of.



Opportunities
• Protect the Public Utilities Commission as independent 

experts who make Minnesota a leader on energy. 



Opportunities

• Continue expanding access 

to clean energy for all 

energy customers



Opportunities
• Keep Minnesota on track to meet our broadly bipartisan goals
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