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BACKGROUND
In the past, Minnesota used state incentive programs to track 
information about installed distributed generation projects, like total 
cost and geographic location. But as incentive programs fade out, 
policy makers and the public lose that information pathway—at the 
same time Minnesota gears up to meet its 10-percent solar energy 
goal. Having this data is critical in capturing the cost and geographic 
trends of a burgeoning industry and identifying market and policy 
barriers throughout the state.

THE PROBLEM 
Minnesota has several key state policies in place to drive the implementation of solar and other distributed generation 
resources. But residents, businesses, installers, and policy makers are unable to access information about the cost 
and implementation trends of these resources. This makes important market and policy decisions difficult.

THE SOLUTION 
One existing pathway for tracking this information:  
the interconnection process. This process is initiated by all 
Minnesota utilities when a customer applies to connect their system 
to the utility grid. Rather than creating an entirely new system, 
project cost and location data can be gathered through this existing 
and universal information conduit. This data can then be published 
publicly in a manner that both protects the customer’s privacy and 
provides market transparency for residents, businesses, installers, 
and policy makers.

THE BENEFITS 
Utilities are in a unique position to serve the public interest by creating market transparency in the solar and 
distributed generation sectors. Providing data for solar and distributed generation projects has the following benefits: 

•	Customers: Residents and businesses throughout the state will know what they should be paying for solar and 
distributed generation projects.

•	Installers: Installers will see the market price for their products and services, creating healthy competition 
within the industry. 

•	Policy makers: Through cost and geographic trends, policy makers will know whether state policies are working 
or not, and where additional barriers exist.
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