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Please mark your calendars for Fresh Energy’s first annual benefit 

breakfast, a great opportunity to learn about positive energy 

solutions and the progress we can make together.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2016
7:30 - 9:00 AM

McNAMARA ALUMNI CENTER 
200 SE OAK STREET
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55414

$100 SUGGESTED MINIMUM DONATION

Benefit Breakfast Benefit Breakfast 
FIRST ANNUAL

For information on sponsoring the event, becoming a table 

captain or to RSVP, please contact Meggie LaValley at  

lavalley@fresh-energy.org or 651 726 7561.

Ramez Naam, a computer scientist, futurist, and award-winning author, will 

inspire us all. Ramez spent 13 years at Microsoft, developing early versions 

of Microsoft Outlook and Internet Explorer. Now an acclaimed thought 

leader and author of five books, most recently The Infinite Resource: The 

Power of Ideas on a Finite Planet, Ramez has mapped out a course to meet 

the challenges of climate change, energy, and water through scientific and 

technological innovation.

FEATURE EVENT | 

What is your vision for a clean energy future?  At Fresh 
Energy we are working toward a future where:

• People of all ages and income levels have access to
clean, affordable renewable energy and buildings that
are healthy and efficient.

• Jobs in energy expand as we improve our buildings
and rely more on homegrown resources instead of
volatile imported oil, coal, and gas.

• Communities are healthier, with electric cars, buses,
and active transportation taking us where we need to
go and improving air quality and livability.

Fresh Energy advances this vision policy by policy, 
securing critical changes to outdated laws and 
developing solutions that are informed by data and 
sound economics.  

Over the past year, Fresh Energy’s team of experts 
shaped decisions that will retire coal plants, increase 
investments in renewable electricity, and prevent fees 
that discourage energy efficiency. Our innovative Power 
Pairing events brought leading experts, businesses, and 
the public together to discuss top issues. Working at the 
Public Utilities Commission, with industry leaders, and 
Minnesotans across the state, we launched our Solar for 
All initiative to ensure that everyone benefits from the 
transition to clean energy. 

This annual report highlights Fresh Energy’s progress over 
the past year. And there is more to come. At this time of 
unprecedented urgency and innovation in the energy and 
transportation sector, we look forward to continuing to 
work as your clean energy champion, advancing realistic, 
visionary energy policies that benefit all.

FRESH ENERGY: YOUR CLEAN ENERGY CHAMPION
BY MICHAEL NOBLE

BY THE NUMBERS

Our Mission

Shape and drive realistic, visionary 

energy policies that benefit all.

Our Vision

An economy we thrive in and energy  

that ensures our well-being.
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BOARD

Anita S. Duckor, Chair 
President 
Duckor & Associates

Gary Schokmiller, Vice Chair 
President 
Trio Executive Search

Rich Lehman, Treasurer 
CPA and Partner  
Boulay  Group

Donna W. Allan 
Director, Office of Transit, retired 
MN Department of Transportation

Jeffrey S. Broberg, LPG, REM 
Senior Environmental Project 
Manager and Professional Geologist 
WSB & Associates

Joe DeVito 
Co-Founder and CEO 
SolarStone

Cody Fleischfresser 
Director 
Ameriprise Financial

Nicholas Garbis 
HR Executive 
GE Power, General Electric Company

Bridget Levin 
Founding Principal 
Nametag International

Chuck Nadler 
CEO 
Ascendant Resources LLC

Chris O’Brien 
Alternative Energy Fellow 
Flextronics

Beth Pearlman 
Co-Executive Producer 
Tremendous! Entertainment

Raj V. Rajan, Ph.D.  
RD&E Vice President and Global 
Sustainability Technical Leader 
Ecolab

STAFF

Michael Noble 
Executive Director

Sarah Clark 
Director, Program Advancement

Rob Davis 
Director, Media & Innovation Lab

Allen Gleckner 
Director, Energy Markets

J. Drake Hamilton 
Science Policy Director

Meggie LaValley 
Director, Individual Giving

Will Nissen 
Director, Energy Performance

Leigh Onkka 
Development and Communications 
Associate

Ellen Palmer 
Director, Operations and Finance

Ben Passer 
Policy Associate

Ken Paulman 
Managing Editor, Digital Media 
Projects

Matt Privratsky 
Senior Communications and 
Government Affairs Specialist

Ben Rabe 
Senior Policy Associate, Buildings

Dylan Sievers 
Policy Coordinator

Sarah Weiss 
Administrative Assistant

Alexis Williams 
Senior Engagement Specialist

FELLOWS AND INTERNS

David Collier

Ana Diaz

David Evans

Sam Gill 

Laura Hannah

Henry Kellison

Kate Strickland

Danielle Winner

Saskia Zinn

VOLUNTEERS

Ipek Atalay 

Greg Ballard

Scott Burtness

Grace Clark

Steve Corneli

Katie Fernholz

Robert Graham

Sharon Grimes

Leya Klingsporn

Katy Lowery

Nancy Pfund

Ken Smith

James Tong

Jon Wellinghoff

Hannah Williams

FOUNDATION +  
PROGRAM SUPPORT  
FEB. 1, 2015 – JAN. 31, 2016

Argosy Foundation

Audubon Minnesota

Bigelow Foundation

Blanchette Hooker Rockefeller Fund

Blue Cross Blue Shield

BlueGreen Alliance Foundation

The Crown Family

Energy Foundation

Joyce Foundation 

George Gund Foundation

Great Plains Institute

MacArthur Foundation

C. S. Mott Foundation

The McKnight Foundation

Natural Resources Defense Council

RE-AMP

Saint Paul Foundation

Western Resource Advocates

Wind on the Wires

CURRENT BOARD, STAFF, AND VOLUNTEERS

Transportation is a big source of carbon pollution and 
Fresh Energy is working hard to transition toward more 
cars and buses running on renewable electricity. Fresh 
Energy experts are developing “win-win” rate design and 
policy solutions that increase electric transportation 
while improving the electric grid and public health. With 
electric cars becoming more affordable and drivable, 
Fresh Energy also maintains a strong drumbeat of public 
education. We led a series of events that brought the 
nation’s electric car leaders to Minnesota last year, 
and provided high profile communications at the Twin 
Cities Auto Show to send a message that electric 
transportation is for everyone. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES

CARBON REDUCTION

People may look to states like California 

and New York for energy progress, but 

over the past year Minnesota has truly 

led the way. In fall 2015, thanks to 

careful analysis by Fresh Energy and our 

partners, Xcel Energy announced that 

it planned to shut down units 1 and 2 

at the Sherco coal plant because clean 

energy options were more economical. 

Fresh Energy’s J. Drake Hamilton, in 

red, was called to the White House to 

stand with President Obama, the CEO 

of Xcel Energy, and other leaders to 

announce the Clean Power Plan. Fresh 

Energy also represented Minnesota at 

the Paris Climate Summit, showcasing 

how market-based energy policies can 

achieve deep carbon reductions while 

growing U.S. clean energy jobs.

For many industries, selling more products means more 
profit. In the world of energy, Fresh Energy doesn’t 
think that should be the case. Instead, we’re working 
in utility rate cases to decouple the amount of energy 
a utility sells from the amount of profit they bring in, 
giving utilities a true business case for cutting waste 
from their system. Over the past year, Fresh Energy 
helped Minnesota reject increases to the fixed fee that 
customers pay every month, ensuring that customers are 
able to reduce their energy bill by conserving energy in 
their own home. 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

New homes and commercial structures will now be more energy 
efficient thanks in part to Fresh Energy’s work for better buildings.

FRESH ENERGY PROGRAMS / LEARN MORE AT: FRESH-ENERGY.ORG

David Collier (middle) served as a Capitol Pathways intern for 
Fresh Energy during the 2016 Legislative Session.
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BETTER BUILDINGS
Buildings consume a significant amount of the energy we 
produce – but Fresh Energy is working to change that. 
By collaborating with builders and government officials, 
Fresh Energy is helping create better buildings that use 
less energy and cost less to operate. New buildings 
in Minnesota must meet minimum energy efficiency 
requirements thanks to the state codes we helped 
secure. To make sure the codes work in the real world, 
Fresh Energy is now coordinating the Minnesota Codes 
Compliance Collaborative, which is considered a national 
model for cooperative action. To address multifamily 
buildings specifically, we’re helping lead the Minnesota 
Multifamily Affordable Housing Energy Network toward 
solutions that improve buildings while lowering energy 
costs for rental tenants.

ENERGY NEWS NETWORK
Over the past five years, Fresh Energy has grown Midwest 
Energy News into one of the most well-respected 
outlets for energy journalism in the region. Thousands 
of readers count on our daily email, and our award-
winning original reporting is shining a spotlight on the 
transition to clean energy.  In 2015, with energy issues 
becoming increasingly complex, we launched Southeast 
Energy News and U.S. Energy News — two daily news 
digests that will expand independent journalism across 
the country. 

Fresh Energy is working to make our communities cleaner and 
healthier, including increasing access to solar power. 

As the cost of wind and solar continue to drop, Fresh 
Energy is working to ensure that expanded clean and 
affordable energy options are available for people 
of all incomes. Fresh Energy was a lead architect of 
Minnesota’s community solar law, and now serves as 
the go-to expert for shaping community solar programs 
proposed by utilities across the state. Over the past year 
we provided vital research and game-changing technical 
comments and testimony in multiple decisions at the 
Public Utilities Commission, working to make local clean 
energy affordable for renters, nonprofits, and other 
customers, and preventing fees that limit progress. We 
also completed important groundwork for modernizing 
Minnesota’s outdated electric grid, which will ultimately 
make local clean energy projects more viable and reduce 
costs for businesses and utilities – who can pass that 
savings on to their customers. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Fresh Energy’s Ben Passer, standing, actively coordinates the 
Minnesota Multifamily Affordable Housing Energy Network and brings 
lessons learned in Minnesota to key national forums. 

Sharon Grimes
John Grogan
Kris Hageman
Mary Ellen Halverson
Justin Halverson
Carolyn Ham
Linda Hansen
Shawntera Hardy
Cassie Harrington
Martha Harris and Bradley Nagel
Margaret Hasse and  
  David Grothe
Cynthia Hatfield
Kim Havey
Harold and Jeanette Hawkanson
Andrew Heairet
Roger Heegaard
Tom and Mary Heller
Mary Hennies
Bernie Hesse
Hank and Marjorie Heystek
Janelle and Paul Hidgem
Cynthia and Russell Hobbie
Mary Jo Holewit
Julie Holmen
Paul and Linda Holt
Virginia Homme
Elizabeth Horst
John W. Howard
David Howd
Kathy Hund
Steve and Joan Janusz
Clifford and Betty Johnson
Robert and Joycelyn Johnson
Lacey Jones
Catherine Jordan and Steve Lick
Holly Jorgensen
Ben Joselyn
Bonnie Juran
State Representative Phyllis Kahn
Shana Kaplow and  
  Stephen Mitrione
Michael and Theresa Karels
Barbara Kaufman
John Kearney
Scott Keely
Henry Kellison
Brent and Leslie Kellum
Loni Kemp
Phyllis and Don Kerr
Robyn Keyport
Anne K. Kimber
John King and Ruth Wingeier
Wendy Klager
Julie Klassen
Bethanie Kloecker and  
  Greg Mann
Robert and Kathleen Klukas
David Knoblauch and  
  Sue Woodrich
Tom Koehler
Larry and Cynthia Koehler
David Koehser and  
  Nancy Dunnigan
Dina Kountoupes
Lynn Krafve
Lawrence Krantz and  
  Diane Pittman
Bob and Carole Kriesel
Nicholas and Donna Krueger
Sonja Kuftinec
Diana Kuklinski
Laura Kundrat
Jennifer La Forgia
Diana Lahd
Lee Ann Landstrom
Terry Langan
Merwyn Larson
Adina Lebowitz
Duane Lengsfeld and  
  Evelyn Kaiser
Joel Levie
Alison Lindburg
Henry Lippman
Christine Bremer and  
  Raleigh Little
Lynne Lokken
Frank and Bonnie Loncorich

Katy Lowery
Donna Lundberg
Leslie MacKenzie and  
  Peter Foster
Tim and Dianne Madsen
Barbara Mahowald
Thomas and Sandra Mallon
Maria Surma Manka and  
  Joram Manka
Luke Manlove
Ann C Manning
Christina M. Manning
Justin Margolies
Lynne and Howard Markus
Denise Marlowe
Carol and Kenneth Masters
Karin Matchett
Lotti Matkovits
Sally Maxwell
Maureen and Jerry McCarter
Mike and Fran McCloskey
Donald McClure
Jack and Barbara McGowan
Larry Mcpeck
Danielle Meinhardt
Tom and Aggie Meium
Linda Melom
Connie Metcalf
Steven Miles and Joline Gitis
Ann C. Miller-Bowers
Tom Moberg and Hanna Cooper
David and Nancy Moe
Ah-li Monahan
Emily Moore
Judith Moore
Marilyn Morem
Liz Morris Otto
Teresa M. Morrow
Paul Moss
George Muammar
Larry Muelken
Diane Mundt
Christy and Gordon Myers
Zachary Ness-Deden
Cecelia Newton
Jim and Joyce Nichols
Alan Nogee
Greg Nolan
Susan Ode
Paul Ohmann
Jesse Okie and Mary Harrington
Lori Olinger
Kathleen Olsen
Terry Olsen
Lee Olson and David Boyce
Philip Olson
Patricia A. Olson
John and Mary Onkka
Leigh and Al Onkka
Michael Orth
Candyce Osterkamp
Elizabeth Ozmon and  
  Martha Laudert
Marion Padilla
Joseph F. Palen
Warren and Patty Park
Ben Passer
Andrew W. Pearson
Gloria Peck
E. Eugene and June Peterson
Joel Peterson
Molly Pichler
Surya Pidaparti
Doug and Deb Pierce
Derrin Pinto
Kate Poole and Ken Pearson
Kevin Porter
Greg and Pat Pratt
Thomas Witt and  
  Mary Ruth M. Preus
D’Ann Prior
Ba Rea
Tom Reed
Mary Rehwaldt
Bill and Mary Ann Reilly
William Reimer
Mike Risse
Angie Robinson

Gregg Robinson-Riegler
Samuel Rockwell
Jo Anne Rohricht
Robert Rosenbrook
Robert Rossi and  
  S. Alex Schwartz
Marvin Rothfusz
Erik Runquist
Carole E. Rust
Pete Salmon
Allen Sames
Stan Sattinger
Jim Scheidt and Peggy Larson
James Martin and Karen Schik
Gerald Schlabach
Kay Lara Schoenwetter
Carolyn Rose Schurr
Peter Schwarz
Jan Scofield
Robert and Jacquelyn Sellers
Gregg Severson
Darren and Sonja Sharp
Robert Sherman
Dylan Sievers
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
  Carondelet
Julie Smendzuik-O’Brien
Buffy Smith
Keith Stacy
Marti Starr
John Linc Stine
Carlotta Stomberg
Richard Strong
Monique Sullivan
Pamela Swanson
Jeremy Swanson
Peter Swenson
The Beez Kneez LLC
Melvin and Sharon Thelen
Scott and Barb Thiem
Karen Thimm
Priscilla J. Thomas
Peter Thompson
Thomson Reuters
Pat Tieskoetter
Marian and Mike Tuomala
Gerry Tyrrell
Patrick Van Fleet
Richard and Carolyn  
  Vandendolder
Barb and Doug Veit
Marilyn Vialle
Nancy Victorin-Vangerud
Visitation Monastery of  
  Minneapolis
Devon Vojtech
Michelle and Dwayne Vosejpka
Lance Vrieze and  
  Cassie Kennedy
Lisa Waldner
Michelle Wallace
Jay Walljasper and Julie Ristau
Florde Ward
D. Clifton Ware and Bettye Ware
Beth Waterhouse and  
  Don Maronde
Andrew Wattenhofer
William George Weber
Joel Weisberg and  
  Janet Watchman
Amanda Welliver
John Wenzel
Mark Werness
Kristen Comstock and Troy West
Sarah Whebbe
Betty Wheeler
Darlene and Thomas White
Peter and Anne Wildenborg
Jason Willett
Alexis and Brandon Williams
Mr and Mrs. Robert E. Williams
Shawn Willy
Richard and Lois Wintersteen
Mike and Lisa Wojcik
Wendy Wyatt
Peter and Peggy Yackel
Carleen Yocum
Jackie and Steven Zimmerman

Adam Zoet
Paul Zorn and Janet Petri

IN HONOR
Doug Lucas, in honor of  
  a cleaner better way
John Kearney, in honor of  
  Mary Davidov
Shelli Chase and John Feldman,
  in honor of Anita Duckor
Laurie Derechin, in honor of     
  Anita Duckor
Kristen Comstock and Troy West,   
  in honor of Anita Duckor
Barbara Mahowald, in honor of  
  DFL Environmental Caucus
Jeremy Kalin, in honor of  
  J.   Drake Hamilton
Linda Holt, in honor of  
  Paul M. Holt
Diana Lahd, in honor of  
  Holly Lahd Larson
Linda Melom, in honor of  
  all my children & grandchildren
Caryl Nelson, in honor of  
  Carl Nelson
Christina Melloh, in honor of  
  Michael T’Kach
Joanne Kendall, in honor of  
  my grandchildren and to their  
  children yet unborn
Jim Ladner and  
  Tracy Van Steenburgh,  
  in honor of guests at the    
  wedding of Jim Ladner and 
  Tracy Van Steenburgh

IN MEMORY
In memory of former Fresh 
Energy board chair,  
  Steven Hoffman, Ph. D.:
James Allenson
Anonymous
Bernard Brady
Catherine Cory
Jayna Ditty
Bridget Duoos
Gabriel Flaa
Matthew George
Matthews Grant
Terry Langan
Paul Ohmann
Derrin Pinto
Steve Reimer and Jen Kent
William Reimer
Gregg Robinson-Riegler
Gerald Schlabach
Buffy Smith
Mark Stansbury-O’Donnell
Patrick Van Fleet
Lisa Waldner
Mark Werness
Wendy Wyatt
LaDonna Boyd, in memory of  
  Don Boyd
Dorothy H. Callahan, in memory    
  of John Callahan
Raj V. Rajan, in memory of  
  Bob Gildersleeve
Doris M. Jorgenson, in memory   
  of James G. Jorgenson
Gary Konkol, in memory of  
  Christine V. Lassa
David Knoblauch, in memory of    
  Connie Myhre
Lela Porter, in memory of  
  Harriet Porter
John Dunlop, in memory of  
  Paul Wellstone

Please contact us with 
corrections. We apologize for 

any errors or omissions.



PAGE 4 / ANNUAL REPORT 2015 - 16 ANNUAL REPORT 2015 - 16 / PAGE 5

Doug Shoemaker and 
  Pat Schoenecker
Bruce D. Snyder
SolarStone Partners, LLC
Sullivan Renovation Inc.
Mary T’Kach
Mike and Jessica Tobin
University of Wisconsin - 
  River Falls
Curt Volkmann
Anne Weyandt

$250 – $499
Stuart Ackman
Bill Elwood and Betsy Allis
Sigurd and Shannon Anderson
Nancy Andrews
Anonymous (2)
Jeffrey S. Broberg
Mark V. Chapin
Church of St. Odilia
Richard Condon
Conservation Minnesota
Jay and Page Cowles
Richard and Carol Flint
Don and Gerry Grant
John Heer and Jody Copp
John F. Hick
Judy and Alan Hoffman
Charles and Sally Jorgensen
Joanne Kendall
John and Anita Kes
John and Barbara Krenn
Diane and William Krueger
Kevin Lawless
James Manolis and Emily Green
Michael Servetus  
  Unitarian Society
Tom Mueller and Art Punyko
Patagonia
Garry George and Beth Pearlman
Donna and Richard Peterson
Todd Reubold and  
  Veronika Torarp
Gregory T. Rotter
Anders and Ewa Rydaker
Don and Renae Shields
Mark Spurr
Louis and Barb Turner
UnitedHealth Group
Karl and Ann Vohs
Carol Witte and Winston Cavert
Howard Zechmeister

$100 - $249
Ross and Jennifer Abbey
Philip and Marie Adam
Stacy Allan
Barbara Allan
Carol Andrews
Anonymous (6)
Lynn Arnsdorf
Louis Asher and Lisa Wersal
K Bancroft
Susan Barnes
Sheila Bayle
Jim and Marsha Benshoof
Thomas and Margit Berg
Dick Bernard
Ginny Black
Bradley Blue
Marv and Judi Boike
Stephanie and Craig Bowron
Jim and Ruth Bowyer
Steve Boyd-Smith
Michele Braley and Nils Dybvig
Gerard Breen
Ralph and Mary Brindle
Tom and Mary Florence Brink
Thomas Brinkman
Joanne Broady
Charlotte Brooker
Michael and Janet Brown
Jen Brune
Philip Bush and Kathryn Bishop
Camp UniStar
Candace Campbell
Amy and Greg Caucutt

Shelli Chase and John Feldman
Laurie Chasteen
Susan Cheney and David Arbeit
Mary Lou Christensen
Church of St. Gerard
Sarah and Whitney Clark
Julie Close
Robert and Diane Coderre
Ray and Ellen Cox
Mike and Becky Creglow
Stewart and Lesley Crosby
Bill Cunningham
Bob and Jeanne Cutshall
Dakota Unitarian  
  Universalist Fellowship
Rob Davis
Paula DeCosse
Kathy and Gary Denault
Laurie Derechin
Elizabeth and Thomas Dodder
Thomas Donovan
Perry Dotson
Amy Dritz
Anita S. Duckor
Melissa Eblen-Zayas
Daniel Enderton
Energy Concepts Inc.
Don Ferber
Dean Flugstad
Stephen and Monica Frytak
Lynn Glesne
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Daniel Gold
Bill Gorcica
Heidi Lyn Granstrom
John and Janet Green
Bob Gubrud
Mike Gude
William and Marlene Haider
Laura Hannah and  
  Julian Ryba-White
Shawn Hartfeldt
Nancy Read Hendricks
Russ Henry
Kathy Hollander
Seth and Nancy Hoyt
Heather Ilse
Monica and Rex Ingram
Drew and Karie Johnson
The James and Doris Jorgenson 
  Charitable Fund
Jeremy Kalin
Tom and Marlene Kayser
James Keller and  
  Patricia Johnson Keller
John Kern
Kathy Koch
Gary Konkol
Kay Kramer and Sally Johnson
Amelia Kroeger
Jukka and Susanne Kukkonen
Peggy and Bruce Kvam
Lake Fellowship of Unitarians 
  and Universalist
Jeanne Landkamer
Colles and John Larkin
Brad Larson and  
  Jennifer Johnson
Gary Douglas Laurent
Meggie LaValley
Rich and Lori Lehman
Peter and Pam Leschak
Mark Lindquist and  
  Kristi Schlangen Lindquist
Jamie Long
Doug Lucas
Paul Lukens and Nancy Hoeft
Rebecca Lundberg and  
  Daniel Williams
John and Mary Ann Lundquist
Gerald Lynch
Mike and Marta Maddy
Karin and Larry Margolis
Don Martin
John and Connie Marty
Michael T’Kach and  
  Christina Melloh
Susan Meyers

Stacy Miller
Jack Mooty
Gwen and Mason Myers
Susan Myran
Craig and Patricia Neal  
  on behalf of Heartland Inc.
Bruce Nelson and Barbara Watts
Richard and Joan Newmark
Carolyn Niesen
Will Nissen and Julia Jackson
Susan Nixon and Walter Lentz
Jean M. Noble
Paul Noble and Lisa Boone
Rich and Raymonde Noer
Marcie O’Connor
Mary Lynn and Clay Oglesbee
Gabe Ormsby
Steve and Shelley Orr
Gerda Ottman
Ellen Palmer and Scott Alsleben
Nancy Palmer and 
  Michael Hopps
Bharat Parekh
Beth Parkhill
Barbara Pilling and 
  Daniel Carlson
Sally Polk
Lela Porter
Judi Poulson
Lucinda Pratt
Matt Privratsky
Scott Privratsky
David Rapaport and Jeanne Kirby
Lawrence Redmond
Bob Reichert
Donald Robertson
Gene D. and Judith S. Rose
Amber Rudell
Sandy and Jim Rummel
Christina Nichols and  
  Dianne Russell
Flo and Burt Sandok
Mary E. Savina
Jeanne Schleh and  
  Robert Stanich
Carolyn A. Schmidt
Gael Entrikin and Ray Schmitz
Lola Schoenrich and  
  Peter Oppenheim
Rebecca and Louis Schwartzkopf
Chad Selmecki and Nan Madden
Bob Shepard
Jan Shoger
William Sierks and Mamie Segall
Nell and Chris Smith
Cathy Spengler
Mark Stansbury-O’Donnell
DeeAnn Stenlund
Donald and Wildie Swanson
Ted Tapanila
Kaya Tarhan
Michael R Texler and  
  Hannah Dunevitz Texler
Sheryl Theuninck
Dennis L Thompson
Jerome Tiller
Rena Turnham
John and Sally Turrittin
Sam Villella
Jered Weber
Cathryn and William Weller
Paul White
Thomas Witt and  
  Mary Ruth M. Preus
Debbie Wuerffel and  
  W. Kirchgessner
John Yazbeck

UP TO $99
Richard and Sharon Aadalen
Karen R. Achberger
Mary Adair
James Allenson
Donna Anderson
Donna M. Anderson
Gary Anderson
Norma Anderson
DyAnn Andybur

Anonymous (43)
Rodney Baakkonen
Jan Baker
Gene and Lois Bakko
Sara Barsel and Randy Neprash
William Barton
Bob and Betty Beach
Peter Berglund
Adam Birr
Heidi Blackburn
William and Ruth Block
Amy Boland
Dr. David and Gretchen Bonham
George Boody
Ken and Crystal Bradley
Bernard Brady
Jenny Breen
Michael and Janet Brown
Marcia Brown
Bill and Ann Bruins
Lee Calhoun
Dorothy Callahan
Dianne Carey
Rick Carreiro of California
Clarence Chaplin
Marc Chapman
Judy Chucker
Daniel Clarkin
Pat Clemmer
Karen Cohen
Josh Collins
Community Shares of Minnesota
Kari Cooper
Catherine Cory
Jim Crants
Kyle Crocker
Robert and Alice Cronk
Fran Crotty
Dee Czech
Evan Davis
H. Gordon Deane
Merle DeNuccio
Erin DeWitt
Elizabeth Dickinson and  
  Christopher Childs 
Jane Dietl
Dennis and Nickie Dillon
Jayna Ditty
Kevin and Beth Dooley
Doris Dorn
Martha Dorow
Peggy Drews
Fred Dulles and Cathy Jordan
Bridget Duoos
Laura Duscher
Barbara Edgar
Steve and Judy Elkins
Diane Emerson
Joe Entwisle
Dan and Jane Fark
Ethan Fawley and Lesley Schack
Gabriel Flaa
Susan Flesch
Mari Forbush and Don Salisbury
Cindy Fossum
Kenneth Foster
Katie and Rick Fournier
Ron Fraboni
Peg Furshong and Steve Petrich
Katie Galloway-Thoele
Robin Garwood
Scott and Laurie Gauer
Matthew George
Jan Gerstenberger
Ellen Gibson
Kristi Gibson
Allen and Andrea Gleckner
Judy and Ray Goebel
Russell and Valeria Goodman
Delores Goodwin
Laura Gorski
Journey Gosselin
John Gostovich and  
  Celeste Koeberl
Matthews Grant
John Grape
Merle Greene
Dorian and Margie Grilley

Fresh Energy’s Power Circles recognize the leading individual, business, and organizational 
members who make generous unrestricted contributions of $1,000 and above each fiscal year.POWER CIRCLES

NEWTON CIRCLE
Members contributing $10,000 or more 
in a fiscal year.

Accredited Investors, Inc.
Anonymous (3)
Aveda
Community Energy, Inc.
Lang Family Foundation
Richard and Joyce McFarland 
Ross and Bridget Levin
Minnesota Environmental Fund
SolarCity
SunEdison
The David Winton Bell   
  Foundation
The John Larsen Foundation
Kate Wolford and Ed Reilly

CURIE CIRCLE
Members contributing $5,000 – 
$9,999 in a fiscal year.

An anonymous fund of The 
  Minneapolis Foundation
Iberdrola Renewables
Leuthold Family Foundation
M.A. Mortenson Construction

EDISON CIRCLE
Members contributing $2,000 – $4,999 
in a fiscal year.

Donna W. Allan and Bill Mahlum
Randy and Bird Anderson
Anonymous
Atomic Data

John Berns
Birchwood Financial Partners
Paul and Shannon Burke
Mike and Sharon Conley
Patricia Benn and Ned Crosby
D+R International
Christine and Loren Danielson
Davies-Sommer Family Fund  
  of the Minneapolis Foundation
Elmer L. &  
  Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation
Customers of Lakewinds  
  Food Co-op
David and Sarah Lilja
Macalester College
Minnesota Solar Energy 
  Industries Association
Piper Jaffray Matching Gifts
Raj Rajan and Kavitha Sitaram
Cheryl Appeldorn and  
  Thomas Schnettler
Shayna Berkowitz and  
  Phyllis Wiener and  
  Still Ain’t Satisfied,  
  A Foundation With Attitude
Sunrise Energy Ventures LLC
SunShare
Jim Wolford
Medora Woods

TESLA CIRCLE
Members contributing $1,000 –$1,999 
in a fiscal year.

Allegro Microsystems, LLC 
Matching Gifts
Anonymous (2)

David Chizek, MD
Amy Skoczlas Cole and
  Jason Cole
David and Kitty Crosby
Kim and Carol Culp
Charles Dayton and Sara Evans
John and Susan Dunlop
Alan and Lollie Eidsness
Becky Erdahl
Laura and Cody Fleischfresser
Fredrikson & Byron
H.B. Hayden Jr.
Kathleen Jones
Tracy Van Steenburgh and  
  Jim Ladner
Lenfestey Family Foundation
Jennifer Martin
Lucy and Bob Mitchell-
  The Longview Foundation
Richard and Janet Neville
Jane Newman and Amy Lange
Michael and Patsy Noble
Christopher O’Brien
Nancy Pfund
Power Over Time
Prairie Restorations Inc.
Gary and Susan Rappaport
Melissa Rappaport Schifman and     
  James Schifman
David Robinson and Jan Ekern
Gary and Mary Ann Schokmiller
Leola and Ray Schreurs
Robert Secor
James Uttley
Steve Wilson and Mary Shedd
John and Dana Wood

$500 – $999
Peter H. Bachman and  
  Janet Rice Fund of The   
  Minneapolis Foundation
Amy and Paul Biewen
Terrance Brueck
Steve and Christine Clemens
Chris and Ingrid Culp
EcoLab Foundation
Christopher Ennis
Nicholas and Sarah Garbis
John and Mary Garcia
Nancy Gibson and Ron Sternal
Ross and Monique Hammond
Nancy and James Hiebert
Dan and Sara Holmdahl
Innovative Power Systems
John and Thelma James
Sylvia Johanneson
David Leppik and Jordan Wood
Alice Lesney
Robert McKlveen and Ellen Jones
Charles and Candice Nadler 
  Family Foundation
Caryl Nelson
Jack and Sara Nelson-Pallmeyer
Duane Ninneman and 
  Maureen Laughlin
Mark and Mary Jo Nissen
Helen Paul
Karyn Paulman and 
  Stephen Paulman
Patrick and Kaia Pelstring
Stephen Polasky
Anne and Peter Reich
Roberta Rott and Larry Hanke

GIFTS MADE FEBRUARY 1, 2015 – JANUARY 31, 2016

6%   Fundraising 	  

15%  Administratrion 	  

13%  Transportation and the Built Environment

21%  Midwest Communications

42%  Energy, Efficiency and Climate

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

SUPPORT	  
Grant Revenue Released from Restrictions	 $2,081,462 
Other Unrestricted Contributions 	 $308,146 
Interest and Dividend Income	 $1,886 
In-Kind Contributions	 $13,044 
Unrealized Gain (Losses) on Securities 	 ($14,744) 
Other Revenue	 $407

TOTAL SUPPORT and REVENUE	 $2,390,201

EXPENSES	  
Energy, Efficiency, and Climate	 $977,113 
Midwest Communications	 $562,327 
Transportation and the Built Environment	 $297,623 
Administration	 $353,450 
Fundraising	 $146,259

TOTAL EXPENSES	 $2,336,773 	

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets	 $53,428

ASSETS	  
Cash and Cash Equivalents	 $1,085,634 
Investments	 $436,216 
Awarded Grants to be Received	 $544,577 
Accounts Receivable	 $471 
Prepaid Expenses	 $17,280 
Equipment	 $10,615

TOTAL ASSETS	 $2,094,793

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	  
Current Liabilities	 $181,874 
  Designated for Operating Reserve	   $635,400 
  Designated for Strategic Framework Fund	   $105,560 
  Undesignated	   $91,416

Total Unrestricted Net Assets	 $832,376 
Temporarily Restricted Assets	 $1,080,543

TOTAL LIABILITIES and NET ASSETS 	 $2,094,793

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

Financial statements for fiscal year 2015-2016 
(February 1, 2015 - January 31, 2016).  
A complete audit is available upon request.
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Doug Shoemaker and 
  Pat Schoenecker
Bruce D. Snyder
SolarStone Partners, LLC
Sullivan Renovation Inc.
Mary T’Kach
Mike and Jessica Tobin
University of Wisconsin - 
  River Falls
Curt Volkmann
Anne Weyandt

$250 – $499
Stuart Ackman
Bill Elwood and Betsy Allis
Sigurd and Shannon Anderson
Nancy Andrews
Anonymous (2)
Jeffrey S. Broberg
Mark V. Chapin
Church of St. Odilia
Richard Condon
Conservation Minnesota
Jay and Page Cowles
Richard and Carol Flint
Don and Gerry Grant
John Heer and Jody Copp
John F. Hick
Judy and Alan Hoffman
Charles and Sally Jorgensen
Joanne Kendall
John and Anita Kes
John and Barbara Krenn
Diane and William Krueger
Kevin Lawless
James Manolis and Emily Green
Michael Servetus  
  Unitarian Society
Tom Mueller and Art Punyko
Patagonia
Garry George and Beth Pearlman
Donna and Richard Peterson
Todd Reubold and  
  Veronika Torarp
Gregory T. Rotter
Anders and Ewa Rydaker
Don and Renae Shields
Mark Spurr
Louis and Barb Turner
UnitedHealth Group
Karl and Ann Vohs
Carol Witte and Winston Cavert
Howard Zechmeister

$100 - $249
Ross and Jennifer Abbey
Philip and Marie Adam
Stacy Allan
Barbara Allan
Carol Andrews
Anonymous (6)
Lynn Arnsdorf
Louis Asher and Lisa Wersal
K Bancroft
Susan Barnes
Sheila Bayle
Jim and Marsha Benshoof
Thomas and Margit Berg
Dick Bernard
Ginny Black
Bradley Blue
Marv and Judi Boike
Stephanie and Craig Bowron
Jim and Ruth Bowyer
Steve Boyd-Smith
Michele Braley and Nils Dybvig
Gerard Breen
Ralph and Mary Brindle
Tom and Mary Florence Brink
Thomas Brinkman
Joanne Broady
Charlotte Brooker
Michael and Janet Brown
Jen Brune
Philip Bush and Kathryn Bishop
Camp UniStar
Candace Campbell
Amy and Greg Caucutt

Shelli Chase and John Feldman
Laurie Chasteen
Susan Cheney and David Arbeit
Mary Lou Christensen
Church of St. Gerard
Sarah and Whitney Clark
Julie Close
Robert and Diane Coderre
Ray and Ellen Cox
Mike and Becky Creglow
Stewart and Lesley Crosby
Bill Cunningham
Bob and Jeanne Cutshall
Dakota Unitarian  
  Universalist Fellowship
Rob Davis
Paula DeCosse
Kathy and Gary Denault
Laurie Derechin
Elizabeth and Thomas Dodder
Thomas Donovan
Perry Dotson
Amy Dritz
Anita S. Duckor
Melissa Eblen-Zayas
Daniel Enderton
Energy Concepts Inc.
Don Ferber
Dean Flugstad
Stephen and Monica Frytak
Lynn Glesne
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Daniel Gold
Bill Gorcica
Heidi Lyn Granstrom
John and Janet Green
Bob Gubrud
Mike Gude
William and Marlene Haider
Laura Hannah and  
  Julian Ryba-White
Shawn Hartfeldt
Nancy Read Hendricks
Russ Henry
Kathy Hollander
Seth and Nancy Hoyt
Heather Ilse
Monica and Rex Ingram
Drew and Karie Johnson
The James and Doris Jorgenson 
  Charitable Fund
Jeremy Kalin
Tom and Marlene Kayser
James Keller and  
  Patricia Johnson Keller
John Kern
Kathy Koch
Gary Konkol
Kay Kramer and Sally Johnson
Amelia Kroeger
Jukka and Susanne Kukkonen
Peggy and Bruce Kvam
Lake Fellowship of Unitarians 
  and Universalist
Jeanne Landkamer
Colles and John Larkin
Brad Larson and  
  Jennifer Johnson
Gary Douglas Laurent
Meggie LaValley
Rich and Lori Lehman
Peter and Pam Leschak
Mark Lindquist and  
  Kristi Schlangen Lindquist
Jamie Long
Doug Lucas
Paul Lukens and Nancy Hoeft
Rebecca Lundberg and  
  Daniel Williams
John and Mary Ann Lundquist
Gerald Lynch
Mike and Marta Maddy
Karin and Larry Margolis
Don Martin
John and Connie Marty
Michael T’Kach and  
  Christina Melloh
Susan Meyers

Stacy Miller
Jack Mooty
Gwen and Mason Myers
Susan Myran
Craig and Patricia Neal  
  on behalf of Heartland Inc.
Bruce Nelson and Barbara Watts
Richard and Joan Newmark
Carolyn Niesen
Will Nissen and Julia Jackson
Susan Nixon and Walter Lentz
Jean M. Noble
Paul Noble and Lisa Boone
Rich and Raymonde Noer
Marcie O’Connor
Mary Lynn and Clay Oglesbee
Gabe Ormsby
Steve and Shelley Orr
Gerda Ottman
Ellen Palmer and Scott Alsleben
Nancy Palmer and 
  Michael Hopps
Bharat Parekh
Beth Parkhill
Barbara Pilling and 
  Daniel Carlson
Sally Polk
Lela Porter
Judi Poulson
Lucinda Pratt
Matt Privratsky
Scott Privratsky
David Rapaport and Jeanne Kirby
Lawrence Redmond
Bob Reichert
Donald Robertson
Gene D. and Judith S. Rose
Amber Rudell
Sandy and Jim Rummel
Christina Nichols and  
  Dianne Russell
Flo and Burt Sandok
Mary E. Savina
Jeanne Schleh and  
  Robert Stanich
Carolyn A. Schmidt
Gael Entrikin and Ray Schmitz
Lola Schoenrich and  
  Peter Oppenheim
Rebecca and Louis Schwartzkopf
Chad Selmecki and Nan Madden
Bob Shepard
Jan Shoger
William Sierks and Mamie Segall
Nell and Chris Smith
Cathy Spengler
Mark Stansbury-O’Donnell
DeeAnn Stenlund
Donald and Wildie Swanson
Ted Tapanila
Kaya Tarhan
Michael R Texler and  
  Hannah Dunevitz Texler
Sheryl Theuninck
Dennis L Thompson
Jerome Tiller
Rena Turnham
John and Sally Turrittin
Sam Villella
Jered Weber
Cathryn and William Weller
Paul White
Thomas Witt and  
  Mary Ruth M. Preus
Debbie Wuerffel and  
  W. Kirchgessner
John Yazbeck

UP TO $99
Richard and Sharon Aadalen
Karen R. Achberger
Mary Adair
James Allenson
Donna Anderson
Donna M. Anderson
Gary Anderson
Norma Anderson
DyAnn Andybur

Anonymous (43)
Rodney Baakkonen
Jan Baker
Gene and Lois Bakko
Sara Barsel and Randy Neprash
William Barton
Bob and Betty Beach
Peter Berglund
Adam Birr
Heidi Blackburn
William and Ruth Block
Amy Boland
Dr. David and Gretchen Bonham
George Boody
Ken and Crystal Bradley
Bernard Brady
Jenny Breen
Michael and Janet Brown
Marcia Brown
Bill and Ann Bruins
Lee Calhoun
Dorothy Callahan
Dianne Carey
Rick Carreiro of California
Clarence Chaplin
Marc Chapman
Judy Chucker
Daniel Clarkin
Pat Clemmer
Karen Cohen
Josh Collins
Community Shares of Minnesota
Kari Cooper
Catherine Cory
Jim Crants
Kyle Crocker
Robert and Alice Cronk
Fran Crotty
Dee Czech
Evan Davis
H. Gordon Deane
Merle DeNuccio
Erin DeWitt
Elizabeth Dickinson and  
  Christopher Childs 
Jane Dietl
Dennis and Nickie Dillon
Jayna Ditty
Kevin and Beth Dooley
Doris Dorn
Martha Dorow
Peggy Drews
Fred Dulles and Cathy Jordan
Bridget Duoos
Laura Duscher
Barbara Edgar
Steve and Judy Elkins
Diane Emerson
Joe Entwisle
Dan and Jane Fark
Ethan Fawley and Lesley Schack
Gabriel Flaa
Susan Flesch
Mari Forbush and Don Salisbury
Cindy Fossum
Kenneth Foster
Katie and Rick Fournier
Ron Fraboni
Peg Furshong and Steve Petrich
Katie Galloway-Thoele
Robin Garwood
Scott and Laurie Gauer
Matthew George
Jan Gerstenberger
Ellen Gibson
Kristi Gibson
Allen and Andrea Gleckner
Judy and Ray Goebel
Russell and Valeria Goodman
Delores Goodwin
Laura Gorski
Journey Gosselin
John Gostovich and  
  Celeste Koeberl
Matthews Grant
John Grape
Merle Greene
Dorian and Margie Grilley

Fresh Energy’s Power Circles recognize the leading individual, business, and organizational 
members who make generous unrestricted contributions of $1,000 and above each fiscal year.POWER CIRCLES

NEWTON CIRCLE
Members contributing $10,000 or more 
in a fiscal year.

Accredited Investors, Inc.
Anonymous (3)
Aveda
Community Energy, Inc.
Lang Family Foundation
Richard and Joyce McFarland 
Ross and Bridget Levin
Minnesota Environmental Fund
SolarCity
SunEdison
The David Winton Bell   
  Foundation
The John Larsen Foundation
Kate Wolford and Ed Reilly

CURIE CIRCLE
Members contributing $5,000 – 
$9,999 in a fiscal year.

An anonymous fund of The 
  Minneapolis Foundation
Iberdrola Renewables
Leuthold Family Foundation
M.A. Mortenson Construction

EDISON CIRCLE
Members contributing $2,000 – $4,999 
in a fiscal year.

Donna W. Allan and Bill Mahlum
Randy and Bird Anderson
Anonymous
Atomic Data

John Berns
Birchwood Financial Partners
Paul and Shannon Burke
Mike and Sharon Conley
Patricia Benn and Ned Crosby
D+R International
Christine and Loren Danielson
Davies-Sommer Family Fund  
  of the Minneapolis Foundation
Elmer L. &  
  Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation
Customers of Lakewinds  
  Food Co-op
David and Sarah Lilja
Macalester College
Minnesota Solar Energy 
  Industries Association
Piper Jaffray Matching Gifts
Raj Rajan and Kavitha Sitaram
Cheryl Appeldorn and  
  Thomas Schnettler
Shayna Berkowitz and  
  Phyllis Wiener and  
  Still Ain’t Satisfied,  
  A Foundation With Attitude
Sunrise Energy Ventures LLC
SunShare
Jim Wolford
Medora Woods

TESLA CIRCLE
Members contributing $1,000 –$1,999 
in a fiscal year.

Allegro Microsystems, LLC 
Matching Gifts
Anonymous (2)

David Chizek, MD
Amy Skoczlas Cole and
  Jason Cole
David and Kitty Crosby
Kim and Carol Culp
Charles Dayton and Sara Evans
John and Susan Dunlop
Alan and Lollie Eidsness
Becky Erdahl
Laura and Cody Fleischfresser
Fredrikson & Byron
H.B. Hayden Jr.
Kathleen Jones
Tracy Van Steenburgh and  
  Jim Ladner
Lenfestey Family Foundation
Jennifer Martin
Lucy and Bob Mitchell-
  The Longview Foundation
Richard and Janet Neville
Jane Newman and Amy Lange
Michael and Patsy Noble
Christopher O’Brien
Nancy Pfund
Power Over Time
Prairie Restorations Inc.
Gary and Susan Rappaport
Melissa Rappaport Schifman and     
  James Schifman
David Robinson and Jan Ekern
Gary and Mary Ann Schokmiller
Leola and Ray Schreurs
Robert Secor
James Uttley
Steve Wilson and Mary Shedd
John and Dana Wood

$500 – $999
Peter H. Bachman and  
  Janet Rice Fund of The   
  Minneapolis Foundation
Amy and Paul Biewen
Terrance Brueck
Steve and Christine Clemens
Chris and Ingrid Culp
EcoLab Foundation
Christopher Ennis
Nicholas and Sarah Garbis
John and Mary Garcia
Nancy Gibson and Ron Sternal
Ross and Monique Hammond
Nancy and James Hiebert
Dan and Sara Holmdahl
Innovative Power Systems
John and Thelma James
Sylvia Johanneson
David Leppik and Jordan Wood
Alice Lesney
Robert McKlveen and Ellen Jones
Charles and Candice Nadler 
  Family Foundation
Caryl Nelson
Jack and Sara Nelson-Pallmeyer
Duane Ninneman and 
  Maureen Laughlin
Mark and Mary Jo Nissen
Helen Paul
Karyn Paulman and 
  Stephen Paulman
Patrick and Kaia Pelstring
Stephen Polasky
Anne and Peter Reich
Roberta Rott and Larry Hanke

GIFTS MADE FEBRUARY 1, 2015 – JANUARY 31, 2016

6%   Fundraising 	  

15%  Administratrion 	  

13%  Transportation and the Built Environment

21%  Midwest Communications

42%  Energy, Efficiency and Climate

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

SUPPORT	  
Grant Revenue Released from Restrictions	 $2,081,462 
Other Unrestricted Contributions 	 $308,146 
Interest and Dividend Income	 $1,886 
In-Kind Contributions	 $13,044 
Unrealized Gain (Losses) on Securities 	 ($14,744) 
Other Revenue	 $407

TOTAL SUPPORT and REVENUE	 $2,390,201

EXPENSES	  
Energy, Efficiency, and Climate	 $977,113 
Midwest Communications	 $562,327 
Transportation and the Built Environment	 $297,623 
Administration	 $353,450 
Fundraising	 $146,259

TOTAL EXPENSES	 $2,336,773 	

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets	 $53,428

ASSETS	  
Cash and Cash Equivalents	 $1,085,634 
Investments	 $436,216 
Awarded Grants to be Received	 $544,577 
Accounts Receivable	 $471 
Prepaid Expenses	 $17,280 
Equipment	 $10,615

TOTAL ASSETS	 $2,094,793

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	  
Current Liabilities	 $181,874 
  Designated for Operating Reserve	   $635,400 
  Designated for Strategic Framework Fund	   $105,560 
  Undesignated	   $91,416

Total Unrestricted Net Assets	 $832,376 
Temporarily Restricted Assets	 $1,080,543

TOTAL LIABILITIES and NET ASSETS 	 $2,094,793

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

Financial statements for fiscal year 2015-2016 
(February 1, 2015 - January 31, 2016).  
A complete audit is available upon request.
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BETTER BUILDINGS
Buildings consume a significant amount of the energy we 
produce – but Fresh Energy is working to change that. 
By collaborating with builders and government officials, 
Fresh Energy is helping create better buildings that use 
less energy and cost less to operate. New buildings 
in Minnesota must meet minimum energy efficiency 
requirements thanks to the state codes we helped 
secure. To make sure the codes work in the real world, 
Fresh Energy is now coordinating the Minnesota Codes 
Compliance Collaborative, which is considered a national 
model for cooperative action. To address multifamily 
buildings specifically, we’re helping lead the Minnesota 
Multifamily Affordable Housing Energy Network toward 
solutions that improve buildings while lowering energy 
costs for rental tenants.

ENERGY NEWS NETWORK
Over the past five years, Fresh Energy has grown Midwest 
Energy News into one of the most well-respected 
outlets for energy journalism in the region. Thousands 
of readers count on our daily email, and our award-
winning original reporting is shining a spotlight on the 
transition to clean energy.  In 2015, with energy issues 
becoming increasingly complex, we launched Southeast 
Energy News and U.S. Energy News — two daily news 
digests that will expand independent journalism across 
the country. 

Fresh Energy is working to make our communities cleaner and 
healthier, including increasing access to solar power. 

As the cost of wind and solar continue to drop, Fresh 
Energy is working to ensure that expanded clean and 
affordable energy options are available for people 
of all incomes. Fresh Energy was a lead architect of 
Minnesota’s community solar law, and now serves as 
the go-to expert for shaping community solar programs 
proposed by utilities across the state. Over the past year 
we provided vital research and game-changing technical 
comments and testimony in multiple decisions at the 
Public Utilities Commission, working to make local clean 
energy affordable for renters, nonprofits, and other 
customers, and preventing fees that limit progress. We 
also completed important groundwork for modernizing 
Minnesota’s outdated electric grid, which will ultimately 
make local clean energy projects more viable and reduce 
costs for businesses and utilities – who can pass that 
savings on to their customers. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Fresh Energy’s Ben Passer, standing, actively coordinates the 
Minnesota Multifamily Affordable Housing Energy Network and brings 
lessons learned in Minnesota to key national forums. 

Sharon Grimes
John Grogan
Kris Hageman
Mary Ellen Halverson
Justin Halverson
Carolyn Ham
Linda Hansen
Shawntera Hardy
Cassie Harrington
Martha Harris and Bradley Nagel
Margaret Hasse and  
  David Grothe
Cynthia Hatfield
Kim Havey
Harold and Jeanette Hawkanson
Andrew Heairet
Roger Heegaard
Tom and Mary Heller
Mary Hennies
Bernie Hesse
Hank and Marjorie Heystek
Janelle and Paul Hidgem
Cynthia and Russell Hobbie
Mary Jo Holewit
Julie Holmen
Paul and Linda Holt
Virginia Homme
Elizabeth Horst
John W. Howard
David Howd
Kathy Hund
Steve and Joan Janusz
Clifford and Betty Johnson
Robert and Joycelyn Johnson
Lacey Jones
Catherine Jordan and Steve Lick
Holly Jorgensen
Ben Joselyn
Bonnie Juran
State Representative Phyllis Kahn
Shana Kaplow and  
  Stephen Mitrione
Michael and Theresa Karels
Barbara Kaufman
John Kearney
Scott Keely
Henry Kellison
Brent and Leslie Kellum
Loni Kemp
Phyllis and Don Kerr
Robyn Keyport
Anne K. Kimber
John King and Ruth Wingeier
Wendy Klager
Julie Klassen
Bethanie Kloecker and  
  Greg Mann
Robert and Kathleen Klukas
David Knoblauch and  
  Sue Woodrich
Tom Koehler
Larry and Cynthia Koehler
David Koehser and  
  Nancy Dunnigan
Dina Kountoupes
Lynn Krafve
Lawrence Krantz and 
  Diane Pittman
Bob and Carole Kriesel
Nicholas and Donna Krueger
Sonja Kuftinec
Diana Kuklinski
Laura Kundrat
Jennifer La Forgia
Diana Lahd
Lee Ann Landstrom
Terry Langan
Merwyn Larson
Adina Lebowitz
Duane Lengsfeld and  
  Evelyn Kaiser
Joel Levie
Alison Lindburg
Henry Lippman
Christine Bremer and 
  Raleigh Little
Lynne Lokken
Frank and Bonnie Loncorich

Katy Lowery
Donna Lundberg
Leslie MacKenzie and 
  Peter Foster
Tim and Dianne Madsen
Barbara Mahowald
Thomas and Sandra Mallon
Maria Surma Manka and  
  Joram Manka
Luke Manlove
Ann C Manning
Christina M. Manning
Justin Margolies
Lynne and Howard Markus
Denise Marlowe
Carol and Kenneth Masters
Karin Matchett
Lotti Matkovits
Sally Maxwell
Maureen and Jerry McCarter
Mike and Fran McCloskey
Donald McClure
Jack and Barbara McGowan
Larry Mcpeck
Danielle Meinhardt
Tom and Aggie Meium
Linda Melom
Connie Metcalf
Steven Miles and Joline Gitis
Ann C. Miller-Bowers
Tom Moberg and Hanna Cooper
David and Nancy Moe
Ah-li Monahan
Emily Moore
Judith Moore
Marilyn Morem
Liz Morris Otto
Teresa M. Morrow
Paul Moss
George Muammar
Larry Muelken
Diane Mundt
Christy and Gordon Myers
Zachary Ness-Deden
Cecelia Newton
Jim and Joyce Nichols
Alan Nogee
Greg Nolan
Susan Ode
Paul Ohmann
Jesse Okie and Mary Harrington
Lori Olinger
Kathleen Olsen
Terry Olsen
Lee Olson and David Boyce
Philip Olson
Patricia A. Olson
John and Mary Onkka
Leigh and Al Onkka
Michael Orth
Candyce Osterkamp
Elizabeth Ozmon and  
  Martha Laudert
Marion Padilla
Joseph F. Palen
Warren and Patty Park
Ben Passer
Andrew W. Pearson
Gloria Peck
E. Eugene and June Peterson
Joel Peterson
Molly Pichler
Surya Pidaparti
Doug and Deb Pierce
Derrin Pinto
Kate Poole and Ken Pearson
Kevin Porter
Greg and Pat Pratt
Thomas Witt and

Mary Ruth M. Preus
D’Ann Prior
Ba Rea
Tom Reed
Mary Rehwaldt
Bill and Mary Ann Reilly
William Reimer
Mike Risse
Angie Robinson

Gregg Robinson-Riegler
Samuel Rockwell
Jo Anne Rohricht
Robert Rosenbrook
Robert Rossi and  

S. Alex Schwartz
Marvin Rothfusz
Erik Runquist
Carole E. Rust
Pete Salmon
Allen Sames
Stan Sattinger
Jim Scheidt and Peggy Larson
James Martin and Karen Schik
Gerald Schlabach
Kay Lara Schoenwetter
Carolyn Rose Schurr
Peter Schwarz
Jan Scofield
Robert and Jacquelyn Sellers
Gregg Severson
Darren and Sonja Sharp
Robert Sherman
Dylan Sievers
Sisters of St. Joseph of

Carondelet
Julie Smendzuik-O’Brien
Buffy Smith
Keith Stacy
Marti Starr
John Linc Stine
Carlotta Stomberg
Richard Strong
Monique Sullivan
Pamela Swanson
Jeremy Swanson
Peter Swenson
The Beez Kneez LLC
Melvin and Sharon Thelen
Scott and Barb Thiem
Karen Thimm
Priscilla J. Thomas
Peter Thompson
Thomson Reuters
Pat Tieskoetter
Marian and Mike Tuomala
Gerry Tyrrell
Patrick Van Fleet
Richard and Carolyn

Vandendolder
Barb and Doug Veit
Marilyn Vialle
Nancy Victorin-Vangerud
Visitation Monastery of

Minneapolis
Devon Vojtech
Michelle and Dwayne Vosejpka
Lance Vrieze and

Cassie Kennedy
Lisa Waldner
Michelle Wallace
Jay Walljasper and Julie Ristau
Florde Ward
D. Clifton Ware and Bettye Ware
Beth Waterhouse and

Don Maronde
Andrew Wattenhofer
William George Weber
Joel Weisberg and

Janet Watchman
Amanda Welliver
John Wenzel
Mark Werness
Kristen Comstock and Troy West
Sarah Whebbe
Betty Wheeler
Darlene and Thomas White
Peter and Anne Wildenborg
Jason Willett
Alexis and Brandon Williams
Mr and Mrs. Robert E. Williams
Shawn Willy
Richard and Lois Wintersteen
Mike and Lisa Wojcik
Wendy Wyatt
Peter and Peggy Yackel
Carleen Yocum
Jackie and Steven Zimmerman

Adam Zoet
Paul Zorn and Janet Petri

IN HONOR
Doug Lucas, in honor of 
  a cleaner better way
John Kearney, in honor of 
  Mary Davidov
Shelli Chase and John Feldman,
  in honor of Anita Duckor
Laurie Derechin, in honor of 
  Anita Duckor
Kristen Comstock and Troy West,   
  in honor of Anita Duckor
Barbara Mahowald, in honor of 
  DFL Environmental Caucus
Jeremy Kalin, in honor of  

J. Drake Hamilton
Linda Holt, in honor of

Paul M. Holt
Diana Lahd, in honor of

Holly Lahd Larson
Linda Melom, in honor of

all my children & grandchildren
Caryl Nelson, in honor of

Carl Nelson
Christina Melloh, in honor of

Michael T’Kach
Joanne Kendall, in honor of

my grandchildren and to their
children yet unborn

Jim Ladner and
Tracy Van Steenburgh,
in honor of guests at the
wedding of Jim Ladner and
Tracy Van Steenburgh

IN MEMORY
In memory of former Fresh 
Energy board chair,  
  Steven Hoffman, Ph. D.:
James Allenson
Anonymous
Bernard Brady
Catherine Cory
Jayna Ditty
Bridget Duoos
Gabriel Flaa
Matthew George
Matthews Grant
Terry Langan
Paul Ohmann
Derrin Pinto
Steve Reimer and Jen Kent
William Reimer
Gregg Robinson-Riegler
Gerald Schlabach
Buffy Smith
Mark Stansbury-O’Donnell
Patrick Van Fleet
Lisa Waldner
Mark Werness
Wendy Wyatt
LaDonna Boyd, in memory of 
  Don Boyd
Dorothy H. Callahan, in memory  
  of John Callahan
Raj V. Rajan, in memory of 
  Bob Gildersleeve
Doris M. Jorgenson, in memory 
  of James G. Jorgenson
Gary Konkol, in memory of 
  Christine V. Lassa
David Knoblauch, in memory of 
  Connie Myhre
Lela Porter, in memory of 
  Harriet Porter
John Dunlop, in memory of 
  Paul Wellstone

Please contact us with 
corrections. We apologize for 

any errors or omissions.
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BOARD

Anita S. Duckor, Chair 
President 
Duckor & Associates

Gary Schokmiller, Vice Chair 
President 
Trio Executive Search

Rich Lehman, Treasurer 
CPA and Partner  
Boulay  Group

Donna W. Allan 
Director, Office of Transit, retired 
MN Department of Transportation

Jeffrey S. Broberg, LPG, REM 
Senior Environmental Project 
Manager and Professional Geologist 
WSB & Associates

Joe DeVito 
Co-Founder and CEO 
SolarStone

Cody Fleischfresser 
Director 
Ameriprise Financial

Nicholas Garbis 
HR Executive 
GE Power, General Electric Company

Bridget Levin 
Founding Principal 
Nametag International

Chuck Nadler 
CEO 
Ascendant Resources LLC

Chris O’Brien 
Alternative Energy Fellow 
Flextronics

Beth Pearlman 
Co-Executive Producer 
Tremendous! Entertainment

Raj V. Rajan, Ph.D.  
RD&E Vice President and Global 
Sustainability Technical Leader 
Ecolab

STAFF

Michael Noble 
Executive Director

Sarah Clark 
Director, Program Advancement

Rob Davis 
Director, Media & Innovation Lab

Allen Gleckner 
Director, Energy Markets

J. Drake Hamilton 
Science Policy Director

Meggie LaValley 
Director, Individual Giving

Will Nissen 
Director, Energy Performance

Leigh Onkka 
Development and Communications 
Associate

Ellen Palmer 
Director, Operations and Finance

Ben Passer 
Policy Associate

Ken Paulman 
Managing Editor, Digital Media 
Projects

Matt Privratsky 
Senior Communications and 
Government Affairs Specialist

Ben Rabe 
Senior Policy Associate, Buildings

Dylan Sievers 
Policy Coordinator

Sarah Weiss 
Administrative Assistant

Alexis Williams 
Senior Engagement Specialist

FELLOWS AND INTERNS

David Collier

Ana Diaz

David Evans

Sam Gill 

Laura Hannah

Henry Kellison

Kate Strickland

Danielle Winner

Saskia Zinn

VOLUNTEERS

Ipek Atalay 

Greg Ballard

Scott Burtness

Grace Clark

Steve Corneli

Katie Fernholz

Robert Graham

Sharon Grimes

Leya Klingsporn

Katy Lowery

Nancy Pfund

Ken Smith

James Tong

Jon Wellinghoff

Hannah Williams

FOUNDATION +  
PROGRAM SUPPORT  
FEB. 1, 2015 – JAN. 31, 2016

Argosy Foundation

Audubon Minnesota

Bigelow Foundation

Blanchette Hooker Rockefeller Fund

Blue Cross Blue Shield

BlueGreen Alliance Foundation

The Crown Family

Energy Foundation

Joyce Foundation 

George Gund Foundation

Great Plains Institute

MacArthur Foundation

C. S. Mott Foundation

The McKnight Foundation

Natural Resources Defense Council

RE-AMP

Saint Paul Foundation

Western Resource Advocates

Wind on the Wires

CURRENT BOARD, STAFF, AND VOLUNTEERS

Transportation is a big source of carbon pollution and 
Fresh Energy is working hard to transition toward more 
cars and buses running on renewable electricity. Fresh 
Energy experts are developing “win-win” rate design and 
policy solutions that increase electric transportation 
while improving the electric grid and public health. With 
electric cars becoming more affordable and drivable, 
Fresh Energy also maintains a strong drumbeat of public 
education. We led a series of events that brought the 
nation’s electric car leaders to Minnesota last year, 
and provided high profile communications at the Twin 
Cities Auto Show to send a message that electric 
transportation is for everyone. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES

CARBON REDUCTION

People may look to states like California 

and New York for energy progress, but 

over the past year Minnesota has truly 

led the way. In fall 2015, thanks to 

careful analysis by Fresh Energy and our 

partners, Xcel Energy announced that 

it planned to shut down units 1 and 2 

at the Sherco coal plant because clean 

energy options were more economical. 

Fresh Energy’s J. Drake Hamilton, in 

red, was called to the White House to 

stand with President Obama, the CEO 

of Xcel Energy, and other leaders to 

announce the Clean Power Plan. Fresh 

Energy also represented Minnesota at 

the Paris Climate Summit, showcasing 

how market-based energy policies can 

achieve deep carbon reductions while 

growing U.S. clean energy jobs.

For many industries, selling more products means more 
profit. In the world of energy, Fresh Energy doesn’t 
think that should be the case. Instead, we’re working 
in utility rate cases to decouple the amount of energy 
a utility sells from the amount of profit they bring in, 
giving utilities a true business case for cutting waste 
from their system. Over the past year, Fresh Energy 
helped Minnesota reject increases to the fixed fee that 
customers pay every month, ensuring that customers are 
able to reduce their energy bill by conserving energy in 
their own home. 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

New homes and commercial structures will now be more energy 
efficient thanks in part to Fresh Energy’s work for better buildings.

FRESH ENERGY PROGRAMS / LEARN MORE AT: FRESH-ENERGY.ORG

David Collier (middle) served as a Capitol Pathways intern for 
Fresh Energy during the 2016 Legislative Session.
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Please mark your calendars for Fresh Energy’s first annual benefit 

breakfast, a great opportunity to learn about positive energy 

solutions and the progress we can make together.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2016
7:30 - 9:00 AM

McNAMARA ALUMNI CENTER 
200 SE OAK STREET
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55414

$100 SUGGESTED MINIMUM DONATION

Benefit Breakfast Benefit Breakfast 
FIRST ANNUAL

For information on sponsoring the event, becoming a table 

captain or to RSVP, please contact Meggie LaValley at  

lavalley@fresh-energy.org or 651 726 7561.

Ramez Naam, a computer scientist, futurist, and award-winning author, will 

inspire us all. Ramez spent 13 years at Microsoft, developing early versions 

of Microsoft Outlook and Internet Explorer. Now an acclaimed thought 

leader and author of five books, most recently The Infinite Resource: The 

Power of Ideas on a Finite Planet, Ramez has mapped out a course to meet 

the challenges of climate change, energy, and water through scientific and 

technological innovation.

FEATURE EVENT | 

What is your vision for a clean energy future?  At Fresh 
Energy we are working toward a future where:

•	 People of all ages and income levels have access to 
clean, affordable renewable energy and buildings that 
are healthy and efficient.  

•	 Jobs in energy expand as we improve our buildings 
and rely more on homegrown resources instead of 
volatile imported oil, coal, and gas. 

•	 Communities are healthier, with electric cars, buses, 
and active transportation taking us where we need to 
go and improving air quality and livability. 

Fresh Energy advances this vision policy by policy, 
securing critical changes to outdated laws and 
developing solutions that are informed by data and 
sound economics.  

Over the past year, Fresh Energy’s team of experts 
shaped decisions that will retire coal plants, increase 
investments in renewable electricity, and prevent fees 
that discourage energy efficiency. Our innovative Power 
Pairing events brought leading experts, businesses, and 
the public together to discuss top issues. Working at the 
Public Utilities Commission, with industry leaders, and 
Minnesotans across the state, we launched our Solar for 
All initiative to ensure that everyone benefits from the 
transition to clean energy. 

This annual report highlights Fresh Energy’s progress over 
the past year. And there is more to come. At this time of 
unprecedented urgency and innovation in the energy and 
transportation sector, we look forward to continuing to 
work as your clean energy champion, advancing realistic, 
visionary energy policies that benefit all.

FRESH ENERGY: YOUR CLEAN ENERGY CHAMPION
BY MICHAEL NOBLE

BY THE NUMBERS

Our Mission

Shape and drive realistic, visionary 

energy policies that benefit all.

Our Vision

An economy we thrive in and energy  

that ensures our well-being.




