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Letter from the Executive 
Director and Board Chair
In the Midwest, we are fortunate to live close to still-majestic forests, open prairies,  
and clear lakes. We treasure our natural resources, and we want to preserve them for  
our own pleasure while leaving a lasting legacy for future generations. What’s more,  
we want vital neighborhoods, easy access to work and leisure opportunities, and better 
urban environments. And we want it all while enjoying vibrant economic development  
in the region and the nation.

Underpinning all of  these issues is energy — it’s the engine that drives every aspect of  
our human economy. It powers our industries, our homes, our vehicles, our lives. Fresh 
Energy’s goal is to realize an energy system that causes no pollution. An energy system in 
harmony with the environment. One that uses resources wisely and responsibly. One that 
enhances our economies. And one that reflects Midwesterners’ love and respect for our 
parks, prairies, forests, and waters — for our sake and beyond.

With your help, Fresh Energy made great progress in 2009. We backed legislation 
encouraging alternatives to driving — transit, walking, biking. We worked closely with 
allies to ensure passage of  policy that will result in Minnesota’s first serious investment  
in solar energy. We helped investors see that a $1.6 billion investment in a new coal  
plant was too risky in a world committing to deeply reducing carbon emissions. And 
we’ve extended our reach to the nation’s Capitol, influencing federal legislation in  
global warming solutions and clean energy. 

We plan to keep the victories coming in 2010. We’re pushing for progress on cleaner 
fuels for our cars and trucks and working for policy solutions to make our neighborhoods 
safer for pedestrians and people using bicycles or wheelchairs. We’ll also be tackling 
global warming head-on by developing legislative support for measures needed to deeply 
reduce greenhouse gas pollution in the Midwest.

Thank you for your support in the past year. We are committed to delivering practical 
solutions to the issues you care so much about, including global warming, energy 
independence, and a clean energy economy. Please consider learning more and  
getting involved. You make our progress possible!
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Letter from the Executive 
Director and Board Chair
In the Midwest, we are fortunate to live close to still-majestic forests, open prairies,  
and clear lakes. We treasure our natural resources, and we want to preserve them for  
our own pleasure while leaving a lasting legacy for future generations. What’s more,  
we want vital neighborhoods, easy access to work and leisure opportunities, and better 
urban environments. And we want it all while enjoying vibrant economic development  
in the region and the nation.

Underpinning all of  these issues is energy — it’s the engine that drives every aspect of  
our human economy. It powers our industries, our homes, our vehicles, our lives. Fresh 
Energy’s goal is to realize an energy system that causes no pollution. An energy system in 
harmony with the environment. One that uses resources wisely and responsibly. One that 
enhances our economies. And one that reflects Midwesterners’ love and respect for our 
parks, prairies, forests, and waters — for our sake and beyond.

With your help, Fresh Energy made great progress in 2009. We backed legislation 
encouraging alternatives to driving — transit, walking, biking. We worked closely with 
allies to ensure passage of  policy that will result in Minnesota’s first serious investment  
in solar energy. We helped investors see that a $1.6 billion investment in a new coal  
plant was too risky in a world committing to deeply reducing carbon emissions. And 
we’ve extended our reach to the nation’s Capitol, influencing federal legislation in  
global warming solutions and clean energy. 

We plan to keep the victories coming in 2010. We’re pushing for progress on cleaner 
fuels for our cars and trucks and working for policy solutions to make our neighborhoods 
safer for pedestrians and people using bicycles or wheelchairs. We’ll also be tackling 
global warming head-on by developing legislative support for measures needed to deeply 
reduce greenhouse gas pollution in the Midwest.

Thank you for your support in the past year. We are committed to delivering practical 
solutions to the issues you care so much about, including global warming, energy 
independence, and a clean energy economy. Please consider learning more and  
getting involved. You make our progress possible!
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